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Abstract

1. Introduction

Man and Yazatas each have an outstanding position in Zoroastrian
religion, which is based on its myth of beginning and end. According
to Middle Persian literature, after the assault of Ahreman, Ohrmazd,
first created the Amahraspands, then, through their agency, the
material world (gétig). He assigned each of them to protect one
category of the creatures and to support them in the war against the
forces of Ahreman, so that in the end, vice is banished.(Bi, 2001: 37)
Ohrmazd, then, created Yazatas as helpers of Amahraspands.(ibid, §
4) In this article “Yazata” is used in its broadest sense, denoting
Ohrmazd, Amahraspands and Yazatas.

The bond between Man and Ohrmazd goes back to the pact
between them before creation of gerig (ibid: 50), and is valid until the
last day of Man’s life, in the form of effort from Man’s side and
attraction from the other. Zoroastrian gnomic treatises(Per.
andarznama) are sagacious texts based on the tenets of Zoroastrian
religion and the actions of the ancient epitomes of the faith that claim
directing the believers to the proper way of living in order to achieve
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prosperity and salvation. As such, the engagement of these treatises
with the mutual relationship of Man and Yazatas is of great
importance and shall be investigated.

2. Methodology
Man'’s relationship with Creator and the metaphysical world is one

of the crucial dimensions of religion. Since Zoroastrian gnomic
treatises are mainly based on religious ideas and claim directing to
salvation, it is theoretically expected of them to deal with dimensions
of the interaction between Man and Yazatas. This article aims to
explore this issue.

We have based our investigation on the gnomic literature
introduced in the History of Iran’s Literature before Islam. After
gathering the relevant information from the content of the sources,
incorporating thematic analythical method, we have identified the
dimensions of the interaction between Man and Yazatas. Part of this
corpus represents the actions of Man, and the other, reflects the
respond and reaction of Yazatas accordingly.

As such, we have organized this interaction in two general sections:
“Duties of Man towards Yazatas” and “The Outcome of Man’s
Fulfillment of Duties Towards Yazatas”. We will introduce and
discuss the content of each section under corresponding subtitles,
support our discussion with relevant examples from the texts.

3. Discussion
3-1. Duties of Man towards Yazatas

3-1-1. Prayer and Sacrifice: Gnomic texts deal with prayer and
religious rituals from the viewpoint of their function in elevating
human personal quality and morality. Oshnar, the sage, asserts that in
order to achieve felicity, man shall pray and praise Ohrmazd, Yazatas,
and Amahraspands with hope and trust, and believe in their being
worthy of reverence and ability to protect and support.(Goshtasb and
Hajipour, 2013, 79-80)
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3-1-2. Freindship with Yazatas and Pleasing them

3-1-2-1. Friendship and oneness with Yazatas: The pioneer wise
men(poryotkésan) have summarized three main duties of a Mazda
worshipper in “unification, moderation, and separation”; “unification”
IS oneness with Yazatas in thought, words and deeds; separation is
staying away from Ahreman and the vice; and moderation in religion
IS to observe this union and separation and never disregard

it.(Mirfakhrai, 2014: n. 43)

3-1-2-2. Hosting Yazatas in One’s Self: This metaphor refers to being
characterized with the merits of Yazatas. A list of some of the main
virtues represented by each Yazata is given in Dénkard(V1), in which
Ohrmazd represents “loving people”, Bahman represents “advocacy
for peace” and so on. (ibid, n. 78)

3-1-2-3. Pleasing Yazatas: Pleasing Yazatas is a prerequisite for
deserving their support and an introduction to salvation. Yazatas are
pleased by following their ways and instructions, serving the mankind,
especially good people, and taking care of nature.

3-1-3. Contentedness, Appreciation, Optimism and Trust

3-1-3-1. Contentedness and Appreciation: Felicity is to “bear the hell in
the world”, that means if a person accepts and surrenders to the
difficulties afflicting him in this world, he will be in peace here and
will reach heaven in the hereafter. (Ibid, n. 305)

3-1-3-2. Optimism and Trust: One shall think positively of the destiny
and have trust in Yazatas and let them determine what is more
expedient to him and when is best for receiving their favors. (lbid, n.
el and 221)

3-2. The Outcome of Man’s Fulfillment of Duties towards Yazatas”
3-2-1. Granting Bounties and Protection for the Soul

3-2-1-1. Being Previlaged with Virtuous Characters: By praying,
finding oneself in the presence of Yazatas at all times, following their
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ways and unity with them, Man will acquire their virtues. Thus, he
will be prepared to act according to the expectations of the religion
and to deserve the final deliverance.

3-2-1-2. Receiving Protection Against Sin and Support at the
Occurrence of Fault: Proper relationship with Yazatas saves man from
sin and fault in two ways. First by reinforcing his spiritual strength to
avoid them(ibid, n. 192-193), second, by mediating at the time of
fault or accidental sin(ibid, n. c77).

3-2-1-3. Deliverance in the hereafter: Following Yazatas, in its own
merit, will lead to prosperity in this life and final salvation in the other
world. Also, as a reward for loyalty and best effort, in case of
accidental commitment of sins, Yazatas will take into account man’s
patience and actions and will reduce his sins in the final
judgment.(ibid, n. 101, 106 and 81)

3-2-2. Granting Bounties and Protection in the Material World

3-2-2-1. Granting Material Bounties to Man: Yazatas will provide the
believers some worldly bounties such as fame, success, long life and
good offspring.(Jamasp-Asana, 85-86) They also lessen their
misfortunes and increase their blessing.(Mirfakhrai, 2014: 113, 126,
e38d)

3-2-2-2. Granting Bounties to the Nature: One of the effects of the
proper observance of the liturgical ceremonies is rainfall, splendor of
nature, amplitude of peace and coming of the adversaries to good
terms.(Mirfakhrai, 2011, 816, n. A-4, B)

3-2-2-3. Decreasing the Power of Ahreman and Expulsion of Evil from
The World: A person who performs the ritual ceremonies and adheres
to the religious duties, will not commit any sin, especially the grave
sins.(ibid, § 56, n. 8) Proper observance of the liturgy, on one hand,
and avoiding sins by the person who performs the assigned prayers on
the other, result in banishment of evil from the world.
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3-2-2-4. Supporting Good Ruler: Failing to deliver duties towards
Yazatas results in being subservient to bad and tyrant rulers, and
finally, dominion of the vice over the good. (Mirfakhrai, 2014: C82)

4. Conclusion

In Zoroastrian Religion, the material world has been created for the
purpose of defeating Ahreman and his forces. Yazatas are Ohrmazds
agents in all three stages of creation, protection, and termination of the
world. Man, having the privilege of rationality and free will is
expected to perform his due duties and his actions affect the battle
between goodness and vice. To proceed the goal of creation, Ohrmazd
has assigned mutual duties for Man and Yazatas. Here, we have
oranized and introduced these duties.

Man shall know Ohrmazd and Ahreman and make an informed
choice between the two. This choice will determine both his and the
world’s destiny. Performing duties towards Yazatas is essential to
choosing the goodness front. Man shall pray them and make sacrifice
to them, love them, have trust in them, be submissive to them, and
believe that they are benevolent and are able and willing to bring him
what is appropriate in both material and spiritual realms. In return,
Yazatas will protect people, give them glory and prosperity, support
them, and keep them away from fault.

Keywords: Zoroastrian Religion, Middle Persian Texts, Gnomic
Treatise, Yazatas, Man’s Duties
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