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important concepts where Iranology can have practical operational
and issue-oriented applications.

Cite this article: Zare, Ali, Sajjadpoor, Mohammad Kazem,. (2025). Applied Iranology: An Innovative Approach to the

Knowledge of

Iranology. Journal of Iranian Studies, 24 47), 135-159.

http//doi.org/10.22103/jis.2024.23202.2596

© The Author(s). Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.
DOI: http//doi.org/10.22103/jis.2024.23202.2596



https://orcid.org/0009-0003-4716-8783
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000

Journal of Iranian Studies, Volume 24, Issue 47, 2025 136
EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Iranology is an interdisciplinary field that focuses on examining and understanding
various aspects of lIranian identity, mentality, and behavior. This field is considered
a branch of Oriental Studies, and Orientalists in the past four centuries have
significantly contributed to the expansion and development of this field with a focus
on archaeology, linguistics, ethnography, and the history of Iran. In addition to
research conducted by non-lranian Iranianists, domestic Iranianists have also made
efforts to broaden the scope of this field with their own approaches and concerns.

Based on the goal-oriented classification, research is divided into two categories:
fundamental and applied. It is evident that one of the most important missions of the
humanities is to expand the understanding of the human world. However, like other
knowledges, the humanities can also have practical aspects. The main difference
between applied and fundamental knowledege is that applied knowledges focus
more on providing solutions and pragmatism. This article examines the
characteristics of defining Iranology and the possibility of practical aspects in this
field.

Methodology

This qualitative research is conducted using library sources and in a descriptive-
analytical manner. The main objective is to achieve a deeper and more
comprehensive understanding of Iranology through the analysis of texts and
available sources. The research is based on library sources, including books,
scientific articles, theses, and other written documents. These information sources
provide the basic information and theoretical background needed for the analysis of
the subject. With a descriptive-analytical approach, the existing data and information
from library sources are comprehensively and accurately described, and then
patterns and relationships between concepts are analyzed.

Discussion

Iranology, as one of the important interdisciplinary knowledges, examines the
identity and cultural characteristics of Iran in various dimensions. Despite the
valuable efforts made by various researchers to define Iranology, this article has
attemmpted to provide a more comprehensive interpretation of characteristics of
Iranology. The research question is about the characteristics of Iranology and
whether we can talk about practical applications and its fields. Iranology has three
dimensions of past, present, and future, and efforts are being made to achieve a
unique interpretation of Iranology. The future aspect of Iranology should receive
more attention alongside other aspects. In this regard, tourism, media, and the
environment have been introduced as three important concepts where Iranology can
have practical operational and issue-oriented applications. The research method is
qualitative and is based on a descriptive-analytical approach using library sources.
Conclusion

Iranology, as an interdisciplinary field, encompasses all subjects related to Iran. It
can be explored in three aspects: the past, present, and future. The past of Iranology
traces the forming trajectory of Iranology and development of related institutions.
The present of Iranology is used in two senses: firstly, it refers to the current status
of Iranology, and secondly, it involves the discussion of research issues in Iranian
Studies and the discussion also advances the application Iranology in current issues.
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Establishing a relationship between Iranology and future studies raises the indicator
of the future. The practical aspects of Iranology can be observed in three main areas:
tourism, media and the environment. In the context of tourism, the capabilities of
Iranian culture within the framework of cultural tourism and in branches such as
rural, tribal, ecotourism, handicrafts, historical tourism, etc., demonstrate the
practical and value-oriented aspects of Iranology. Iran is considered one of the
leading countries in terms of diversity in tribes, ethnicities, and handicrafts, but its
share of the tourism economy is very limited. Media is one of the most important
elements of soft power for countries in the modern era. lran's cultural reserves,
which include intellectuals, cultural and civilizational contributions, Iranian
mysticism, and values, have not been fully reflected in Iranian cinema as a prevalent
trend. Nowadays, cinema holds soft power, and Iranian Studies can outline the
cultural and soft resources of Iran for filmmakers, thus contributing to the country's
media economy on a global scale. The peculiar environmental conditions in present-
day Iran indicate that the living experience of Iranians in both ancient and Islamic
eras, with attention and respect for the environment and its sustainable use, is not
reflected in current environmental decision-making processes. Utilizing the living
experience of lIranians in dealing with the environment over centuries can help
address environmental challenges in Iran.
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