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Purpose: Popular myths are usually bordered by the mythical
world; the myth of water and fire is one of the most important
Iranian myths. In the Nokhodi folklore, the birth and continuation
of life is related to water and death and the proof of the truth in
relation to fire. The present study seeks to explain based on the
theories of Pearce's semiotics how the mythological symbols and
signs of water and fire have emerged in this Legend to understand
the mythological beliefs of the Azerbaijani people.

Method and Research: In this study, the information is collected
in a library and the research is carried out in a descriptive
_analytic way, relying on the Pearce symbolism pattern, in which
the creation of the signs of the myth of water and fire is described
and analyzed in the Nokhodi folklore, and it is explained which of
the forms of the symbols of water and fire are symbolic and
symbolic.

Findings and Conclusions: According to the findings the
creation and reproduction of water has been known to people
since ancient times, and its use in the Nokhodi folklore in the form
of a sign is a symbol of blessing and childbearing. The heroine's
failure to drown in the reservoir can be considered the myth of the
passage of water, which symbolizes the rebirth, and the change of
position and fate of the hero by gaining wealth is a kind of
achievement of excellence, which is also included in the myth of
the passage of water. The burning and destruction of fire also
makes it a symbol of death in the pea myth. The relief of the peas
from the fire of the oven and the victory over the King reminds
the myth of the passage of fire, which has always been.

Cite this article: Hosseiniazam, Zahra; Ardalani, Hossein. (2025). Investigating the Myth of Water and Fire in
Azerbaijani Nokhodi (Chickpea) Folklore Based on Pierce's Semiotics. Journal of Iranian Studies, 24 (47), 69-86.

http//doi.org/ 10.22103/jis.2025.24428.2673

© The Author(s).

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

DOI: http//doi.org/ 10.22103/jis.2025.24428.2673



mailto:Zh978181@gmail.com
mailto:h.ardalani@iauh.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4390-3862

Journal of Iranian Studies, Volume 24, Issue 47, 2025 70
EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Folktales are a reflective mirror of a nation’s history, culture, thoughts, and beliefs. Semiotics
shares a profoundly subtle connection with myth and legend. In this research, the
mythological symbols in the Azerbaijani folktale of Nokhodi are analyzed through Peirce’s
semiotic theories. This is done to address the central question: How does the Nokhodi folktale
incorporate the myth of water and fire, and how do the mythological symbols and signs of
water and fire manifest in this tale? By examining these signs, the study aims to gain an
understanding of the mythological beliefs of the Azerbaijani people.

Methodology

The analysis of data and documentation in this research is conducted qualitatively, employing
a descriptive-analytical method. Specifically, the gathered information is analyzed through
interpretation based on Peirce’s semiotics. In this study, data is first collected using a library
research method and then examined. The myth of water and fire in Iranian mythology is
described, followed by a discussion and analysis of how these myths are semiotically present
in the Azerbaijani Nokhodi folklore.

Discussion

In this folktale, the birth and continuation of the hero Nokhodi’s life are derived from water,
utilizing the symbol of water with a conventional relationship in its symbolic aspect. It can be
said that in the Nokhodi tale, water acts like a mother who gives birth to the peas as if they
were infants from her womb. Beyond its entertaining aspect, this folklore serves as a tool to
transmit the renown of water as a symbol of fertility and birth. Moreover, the passage through
water for the continuation of life is a mythological belief manifested in this part of the tale,
comprising a set of signifiers and signifieds that generate meaning, aligning with the theme of
rebirth and the attainment of transcendence, symbolizing desirable transformation and change.
Additionally, in this tale, the death and annihilation of the pea children occur through the fire
of the oven, reflecting the destructive symbolism of fire. The interpretation of Nokhodi’s
escape from fire and his well-being recalls the ancient myth of passing through fire,
embodying themes of purification, proof of purity, and integrity. Nokhodi’s safe passage
through fire supports his victory over the king and affirms his righteousness. The warmth of
fire, its comfort, and its utility for humans through burning establish it as a symbol of both
destruction and creation in this tale. This narrative begins with a process of destruction and
decline but culminates in comfort and prosperity. Nokhodi’s emergence unharmed from the
oven’s fire signifies his purity and integrity, attributing purification to him and reinforcing his
righteousness against the king. Collectively, the symbol of fire in this section of the tale, with
its implicit reference to the myth of passing through fire, carries the values of the triumph of
purity over impurity. The element of fire is symbolically present in the tale to express these
mythological beliefs. This research is conducted based on Peirce’s semiotic model, describing
and analyzing the creation of the mythological signs of water and fire in the Azerbaijani
folktale of Nokhodi, and clarifying whether water and fire function as iconic, indexical, or
symbolic signs.

Conclusion

Based on this research, water and fire are natural and influential phenomena in human
consciousness, with their functions rooted in mythology. They have been established as a
specific semiotic system in the Azerbaijani folktale of Nokhodi, carrying various underlying
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themes. One such theme is fertility, which is as ancient as human existence, primordial, and
deeply rooted. In this tale, the birth of the hero, Nokhodi, originates from water, utilizing the
symbol of water with a conventional relationship in its symbolic aspect. Water represents the
beginning of the material creation phase, a common motif in Iranian mythology, and in this
legend, it manifests in the creation of a child by pouring peas into water. Furthermore,
Nokhodi’s survival from death and the continuation of his life are also tied to water; the
persistence and renewal of the hero’s life, through drawing water from the cistern into his
stomach and not drowning, may symbolize the role of water in myths of crossing water,
signifying rebirth. This aligns with mythological notions of the disappearance of an old form
and the emergence of a new one. During this process, the human self, which has descended
into the dark depths of the unconscious, undergoes a challenging symbolic stage, experiencing
a resurgence or rebirth in the form of a perfected return to consciousness. In the Nokhodi tale,
gaining wealth after being saved from the cistern can be seen as a representation of an
elevated life and a symbol of positive and beneficial transformation.

Moreover, in this folktale, the death and annihilation of the pea children occur through the fire
of the oven, reflecting the destructive symbolism of fire. Conversely, the interpretation of
Nakhodi’s escape from fire and his well-being recalls the ancient myth of passing through
fire, embodying themes of purification, proof of purity, and integrity. Nakhodi’s safe passage
through fire supports his victory over the king and affirms his righteousness. Thus, the
element of fire is symbolically present in the tale to express these mythological beliefs,
bearing both positive and negative aspects. Ultimately, decoding the symbolic meanings of
water and fire in this legend highlights their significance and importance among the common
people,  deepening the semantic  richness of the Nakhodi  folklore.
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