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Purpose: The name of each phenomenon indicates its
distinguishing identity and the names of places are a part of the
history and socio-cultural identity of any society. The difference
and conflict between the administrative names of cities and
villages in Balochistan with their original forms is one of the
important issues that has not been addressed so far. This research
wants to raise this issue in scientific and cultural forums.

Method and Research: The data of this article have been
obtained by field study and have been reviewed in the documents.
And while emphasizing the importance of accuracy in recording
the exact form of the names of cities and villages

Findings and Conclusions: It has been shown that many
common names in the administrative environments of this region
are recorded with carelessness. This issue, in addition to causing
confusion in their pronunciation and writing, has reduced the
efficiency and cultural value of those names. The names of the
regions are an important part of the history and civilization of
Iran, which have reached our times in Balochistan, mostly through
the Balochi branch of the Iranian language family. Giving
importance or not paying attention to preserving the originality of
places is a sign of the way we deal with the history and culture of
Iran. One of the most prominent inaccuracies in the administrative
registration of place names can be mentioned those names that are
registered contrary to the grammatical rules of Balochi and
Persian languages and are considered misspellings. This situation
causes a mistake in the pronunciation and as a result a wrong
meaning association. Multiple spellings of the same name,
disregarding the historical spelling, registering an incorrect
Persian translation or a part of it instead of its original form, and
inappropriate use of Arabic letters are some of the most prominent
cases of problems in registering these names.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The place names of any land are part of that land's cultural heritage, and the word itself used
to name any place, in addition to distinguishing the name of that place from other places,
evokes a common concept among the people who use that name to refer to that specific place.
Therefore, given that one of the functions of place names is to perpetuate the culture of a
society, any change in the name of a place, in addition to possibly changing people's
understanding and perception of that place, disrupts this function of the place names. Any
inappropriate change in place names or recording of non-authentic pronunciations of place
names of any land, including the names of cities, villages, mountains, plains, and seas, etc.,
will mean negligence regarding the history and cultural heritage of that land. Balochi is a
modern lIranian language spoken mostly in Balochistan (southeast of Iran). Therefore, it is
natural that most place names in Balochistan are either derived from Balochi or, due to their
use among the Baloch, are influenced by the Balochi language and their dialects and accents.
But whether in this day and age or in the past, many of the place names of this region have
been recorded in books or administrative documents in ways different from what is common
among the people, and this issue is discussed in this article.

Methodology

This article is primarily written with field research. That is, the place names of different
regions of Balochistan have been examined in terms of how these place names differ from
those that have been common throughout history, or how the new forms of some of them that
have been recorded in modern times differ from those that are common among the people.

Discussion

The writing of the names of cities and settlements in Balochistan and other eastern regions of
the Iranian plateau in multiple ways has a long history in ancient texts. It seems that more
than any other factor, the distance of these regions from government centers and the limited
connection of the authors of historical and geographical texts with this region have had a
greater impact on this issue. For example, some authors have recorded "Khozdaar" -the
birthplace or attribution of the first female poet in Persian literature-(kausar,1974: 1) as "
Jluad " (Lestranj, 2011: 355), and in some other sources, the name of this city is written as "
D38 (ibid.), and even in a place like Hudood al-Alaam it is recorded as " _lx&" (Unknown,
2004: 365), which of course is not unlikely to be a mistake by the scribes of the manuscripts,
but it is strange that a modern corrector has also written the current name of this city as "
233" (ibid., footnote 13).

This issue may be considered natural and acceptable up to this point, but sometimes certain
forms of recording or pronouncing the names of certain places, cities, and towns become
popular due to the carelessness or recklessness of those who record them, which can even be
considered spelling or pronunciation errors, and sometimes it is an example of name
distortion.

Many of the names of settlements in any land are created based on common rules, which
even create a kind of national and human cultural understanding and solidarity (Tameh, 2019:
71). It is not logical to change the names of areas for which we do not even know the known
names, let alone names that show the cultural and historical solidarity of the national
community. However, it is observed that some place names in Balochistan that have such a
function are also changed without a valid reason.
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Most of the names of Balochistan are rooted in the Balochi language, so naturally the
pronunciation of some of them is different from Persian due to the dialectal differences
between Balochi and Persian. However, apart from these, some names that do not exist in
standard Persian may be pronounced in the language of non-local administrative officials in a
way that differs from their local pronunciation.

Sometimes, the differences in the pronunciation and the differences in the Balochi and
Persian languages may cause some place names to be recorded in multiple ways, which is also
acceptable. However, recording names in English spelling sometimes causes
misunderstanding and ridicule, and has itself been a factor in changing the original form of
the place names in these regions. Also, the inappropriate use of special letters of the Arabic
alphabet in writing the place names of Balochistan has sometimes caused misunderstanding
and changing them.

In recent times, for many reasons, the administrative system has also changed the official
names of some regions of Balochistan on one, two, and sometimes several occasions, and
these changes have had various results, which are mentioned in the text.

Conclusion

The names of settlements (cities and villages) in Balochistan, like the rest of Iran and the
world, are influenced by the culture, language, and history of this region, and dialectal and
historical factors have also been involved in the emergence or evolution of these names.
Therefore, it is natural that the pronunciation of some of them in the language of the people of
the region has slight differences from the modern standard dialect of Persia. It is also possible
that the administrative registration of some names and their pronunciation in Persian may
differ somewhat from their local pronunciation but sometimes this issue goes beyond its
inevitable drawbacks and includes spelling errors and the personal preferences of the first
modern government officials. Lack of attention to this issue has caused various confusions in
the recording and pronunciation of some of them, the obvious and hidden consequences of
which, in addition to creating this confusion, also appear in other social issues.
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