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Purpose: Discussing mental schemas can lead to understanding the
perspectives and understanding of individuals in each society towards
themselves or others, because individuals often perceive others based on
the schemas they have in their minds and, accordingly, try to establish
relationships with others. Most researchers cite men's perspectives and the
patriarchal attitudes prevailing in society as the main reason for women's
lack of political participation. During the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah
(Pahlavi 11) in 1962, women were granted the right to vote; however,
women's presence in various sectors of society, including politics, was
still low during this period. Many intellectuals of this period, including
male and female poets, have addressed women's participation, and the
present study has evaluated the poems of this group of poets and examined
their mental schemas regarding women's political participation.

Method and Research: The data analysis of this descriptive-analytical
study was conducted using thematic analysis. After examining the
personal mental schemas of male poets (women's activeness and passivity)
and the mental schemas of female poets (from the perspective of another
and from their own perspective), contrasting and similar schemas between
these two groups were identified.

Findings and Conclusions: The results show that all male poets paid
attention to women's political participation and always encouraged them
to be effective and active in the administration of the country's affairs. In
contrast, female poets, while acknowledging various abilities and
individual, social, and political rights for women, consider and address
women as worthless, weak, captive, and despised from the perspective of
men. It seems that the reason for the low level of women's political
participation can be found in mental schemas.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In 1962, women's suffrage was introduced in the resolutions of the provincial and provincial
assemblies, and despite opposition from the public, scholars, and religious authorities, on
March 12 of that year, it was announced that, according to a decree by Mohammad Reza
Shah, women officially had the right to participate in elections. This decree led to the entry of
a number of women into the Senate, the National Assembly, and even the cabinet.

Methodology

This research was conducted in the data collection stage using the library method and in the
data analysis stage based on the King and Harrox thematic analysis method in three stages: 1-
descriptive coding (discovery of sub-themes), 2- interpretive coding and 3- integration. In this
way, initially, the poets' poems are re-read many times and the initial codes are discovered in
the text of the poems and finally the common codes are classified (first stage). In the second
stage, sub-themes are placed under the topic and in the final stage, with the aim of integration,
using a diagram and arrangement of different codes, the relationship between sub-themes and
themes is determined. .

The theoretical framework of this research is based on the theory of "mental schemas".
Combining the theories of Nishida (1999), Turner (1987), and Taylor and Crocker (1981),
two types of these schemas that can be adapted to the research topic are discussed: “One’s
own mental schemas” (from one’s own perspective and from another’s perspective) and also
“personal mental schemas”.

The statistical population of this research is the poems of those poets of the era of
Mohammad Reza Shah who have dealt with issues related to women’s political participation
in some way. In addition, the life of some of these poets continues until years after the second
Pahlavi, but this research only deals with those poems of these poets that were composed in
this era.

Theory of Mental Schemas

Researchers in psychological studies consider schema to be the Persian equivalent of the
two words Script and Schema. The words Frame, Global Concept, and scenario have also
been used in the meaning of Schema. In cognitive psychology, a schema is a mental event that
is based on a brain state and originates from experience. In this sense, schema is related to the
"real world." Schemas are mental packages that prevent people from thinking, and people
have these schemas in their minds about different groups (teachers, clergy, intellectuals,
women, men, etc.) and most of the time they act according to these prepared packages.

Discussion
Classification of data:
"Personal” schemas of male poets about women's political participation
The personal schemas of male poets regarding women's political participation include two
gneral themes: "women's activeness” and "women's passivity".
Women poets' "self" schemas about women's political participation
"Self schemas” include knowledge and awareness about individuals and how they see
themselves and how others see them.
A) From another point of view (men)

B) From his own point of view



Analyzing the Mental Schemas of the Poets of Mohammad Reza ... | Zamani Babgohari and ...

163

Similar schemas

The revolutionary and |
T political ability of
women
o Wiennais Prote.stling the Women's
— their » activism |1~ position of activism m
own women g
GC_, perspecti 7
o
= =
g o
= L Encouraging 11 u
S women to demand |~ 3
-y
% — = | (D
= =
5 D
= »
O o
D —h
= 5
wn from The o
o __] another }--------d---- passivity (72 P .
perspectiv of women

Conflicting schemas

The relationship between the personal schemas of male poets and self-schemas of female poets

(About the political participation of women in society)
Conclusion

After examining the poetry of male and female poets, it can be concluded that the reason for
the weak presence of women in political participation during the era of Mohammad Reza
Shah is not the masculinity of politics. As psychologists believe that interest and desire to
participate in politics can be influenced by personal perceptions of individuals, and the
opinions of others also affect individuals, and individuals often perceive others based on the
schemas they have of others in their minds. Therefore, it can be said that various
psychological and individual factors can affect women's political participation or non-
participation. After examining the mental schemas of male poets of this period, it is clear that
women often have a positive and authentic image in men's poetry. They wanted to restore the
true status and identity of Iranian women and were serious critics of traditional thoughts and
the patriarchal society of that period, and they paid attention to women's participation,
including in the country's political affairs, and always encouraged women to be effective and
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active in various fields. However, by examining the mental schemas of female poets of this
period, newer and more unknown dimensions are discovered. While women poets considered
women to have all kinds of abilities and individual, social and political rights, they considered
and addressed women as weak, worthless, weak-minded, despicable, etc. Therefore, contrary
to the common belief among all researchers who believe that women's lack of participation in
politics is a completely male issue, the most important factor preventing women from
participating in politics during the second Pahlavi era could be "women's own mental
schemas". Another perspective). Because they think that if they get involved in issues, men
will consider them irrational, worthless and miserable beings and, despite considering
themselves very capable and competent, they are not willing to enter and participate directly
in political issues. As a result, we witness their weak presence in the political arenas of the era
of Mohammad Reza Shah. This is while educated men considered women not only
competent, but also capable and influential on their own destiny and society and emphasized
the necessity of their presence in society and politics.
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