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Purpose: The artistic and linguistic prowess of Attar of Nishapur, together with
his profound engagement with philosophical and epistemological questions, has
led to the publication of numerous research articles about his works, poetry, and
life. The present paper presents a comprehensive analysis of 375 articles
published between 1921 and 2015, aiming to identify prevailing research trends
and spot under-explored areas for future research. By mapping the intellectual
landscape of Attar scholarship, the study seeks to inspire future research and
avoid unnecessary duplication. The research methodology is descriptive-
analytical, examining the historical trajectory of Attar studies, researchers’
approaches to Attar’s various works, and recurrent thematic axes.

Method and Research: By mapping the intellectual landscape of Attar
scholarship, the study seeks to inspire future research and avoid unnecessary
duplication. The research methodology is descriptive-analytical, examining the
historical trajectory of Attar studies, researchers’ approaches to Attar’s various

works, and recurrent thematic axes.

Findings and Conclusions: The results indicated a surge in Attar studies,
particularly from the early 2000s and 2010s. Among Attar’s works, The
Conference of the Birds (Mantiq al-Tayr) dominates, accounting for 159 articles
(42.4%). This prominence can be attributed to its mature content and structure, its
rich and diverse themes, and its inclusion in university curricula. Following The
Conference of the Birds, in descending order of frequency, are The Book of
Divinity (Elahi-Nameh), The Book of Tribulations (Mosibat-Nameh), Memoirs of
the Saints (Tazkirat al-Awliya), Divan of Ghazals, and works attributed to Attar,
such as The Book of Advice (Pand-Nameh), The Book of Chivalry (Fotowwat-
Nameh) and The Book of Selections (Mokhtar-Nameh). From a content
perspective, the articles can be categorized into six main themes, ranked by
frequency: comparative and analytical studies, interpretive studies, theory-driven
studies, studies focused on the identification and examination of Attar’s works,
manuscript studies, and biographical studies.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The artistic and linguistic prowess of Attar of Nishapur, together with his profound
engagement with philosophical and epistemological questions, has led to the publication of
numerous research articles about his works, poetry, and life. The present paper presents a
comprehensive analysis of 375 articles published between 1921 and 2015, aiming to identify
prevailing research trends and spot under-explored areas for future research. By mapping the
intellectual landscape of Attar scholarship, the study seeks to inspire future research and avoid
unnecessary duplication.

Methodology

The research method is library-based and relies on note-taking. The article adopts a statistical,
descriptive and analytical approach. Statistical figures are used to quantify the research, while
a descriptive-analytical method evaluates its quality. Furthermore, tables and figures are
utilized to illustrate various aspects, including the attention researchers have devoted to
Attar’s multiple works, the diversity of topics covered in articles related to Attar and his
contributions, a quantitative overview of Attar studies, a structural summary of these studies,
and the most frequently cited articles. The collected notes were systematically prepared,
categorized, and analyzed according to these criteria.

Discussion

The first article on Attar studies in Iran was published in 1956, with no further articles
published on the subject between 1956 and 1961. Only two articles were written in the 1950s,
and ten were published during the 1960s. In the 1970s and 1980s, five articles were published
in each decade. However, the 1990s marked a significant rise, with 54 articles published,
signaling notable growth. Articles from before the 2000s generally lacked any systematic
structure, often missing major article elements, such as an abstract, keyword, introduction,
conclusion and reference. The 2000s saw the publication of 166 articles, with the first
structured article in Attar studies appearing in 2003. From 2012 to 2015, during the early
2010, a total of 133 articles were published. Since 2007, the volume of articles has steadily
increased compared to earlier years, with 2008 standing out as a peak year, yielding 39
articles—the highest annual output in the study period. This surge in publications is partly
attributed to Shafiei Kadkani’s refined critical editions of Attar’s works, which likely spurred
scholarly interest.

A total of 129 journals have contributed to Attar studies, with Ketab-e Mah-e Adabiat and
Kayhan-e Farhangi leading the field, each publishing 17 articles.

A review of articles on Attar and his works, spanning the years 1921 to 2015, categorizes
them into six groups based on their thematic approach. These groups, ranked by frequency of
occurrence, are as follows:

e Comparative and analytical articles: 123 articles

e Interpretive articles: 113 articles

e Theory-driven articles: 65 articles

e Articles on the identification and analysis of Attar’s works: 39 articles
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e Manuscript studies: 18 articles
e Biographical articles: 17 articles
Among Attar’s works, The Conference of the Birds holds a special position. Scholars and

researchers have focused extensively on its analysis, interpretation, and exploration of literary
and conceptual aspects. The work’s maturity in content and structure, allegorical and
symbolic themes, the richness and variety of its subjects, its inclusion in the undergraduate
Persian language and literature curriculum and the attention of Shafiei Kadkani as a
prominent and influential scholar of Persian literature are among the reasons for its popularity
among researchers. The story of Sheikh San’an, a notable section of this book, has garnered
significant scholarly attention. Consequently, articles on The Conference of the Birds rank
highest in terms of quantity. Out of the 375 articles reviewed, 46 articles (12.26%) have been
cited in other articles.

Among these, 38 articles were cited only once, while 8 articles were cited twice in other
works.

Conclusion

Researchers have extensively focused on The Conference of the Birds in articles about Attar
and his works. This focus is due to the maturity of its content and structure, the richness and
diversity of its themes, and its inclusion in university curricula. As a result, articles on The
Conference of the Birds rank highest with 159 articles (42.4%), followed by The Book of
Divinity (Elahi-Nameh) with 60 articles (16%), The Book of Tribulations (Mosibat-Nameh)
with 55 articles (14.66%), The Book of Mysteries (Asrar-Nameh) with 44 articles (11.73%),
Memoirs of the Saints (Tazkirat al-Awliya) with 37 articles (9.86%), the Divan of Ghazals
with 22 articles (5.86%), works attributed to Attar (The Book of Advice (Pand-Nameh), The
Book of Chivalry (Fotowwat-Nameh), etc.) with 6 articles (1.6%), and The Book of Selections
(Mokhtar-Nameh) with 3 articles (0.8%).

From a thematic perspective, articles in the field of Attar studies are divided into six
categories:

e Comparative and analytical articles: 123 articles (32.8%)
e Interpretive articles: 113 articles (30.13%)
e Theory-driven articles: 65 articles (17.34%)
e Articles on identifying and analyzing Attar’s works: 39 articles (10.4%)
e Manuscript studies: 18 articles (4.8%)
e Biographical articles: 17 articles (4.53%)
Each category covers diverse and varied topics.

In terms of quantity, it was observed that the number of articles on Attar studies has
increased significantly since 2003. Of the 375 articles reviewed, 217 articles (57.86%) were
written after the publication of Shafiei Kadkani’ critical version of Attar’s works in 2007,
highlighting their substantial impact on the growth of this research field. Additional factors
contributing to this growth include the development of higher education institutions and an
increase in the number of graduate students and researchers, particularly at the master’s and
doctoral levels. The rise of academic and literary journals, the inclusion of The Conference of
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the Birds in undergraduate curricula, academic conferences and the designation of April 14th
(25th of Farvardin) as National Attar Day in the Iranian calendar have also played significant
roles in boosting the number of articles on Attar and his works in recent years.

Out of the 375 articles reviewed, 46 articles (12.26%) have been cited in other works.
Among these, 38 articles (10.13%) were cited only once, and 8 articles (2.13%) were each
cited twice in other articles. University-based articles accounted for the largest share, with 37
articles. Among university journals, Tarbiat Modares University’s Literary Research Journal
and Journal of Mystical and Mythological Literature at Islamic Azad University Tehran South
each had three articles cited. Journals such as New Literary Studies at Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad, Journal of Kavoshnameh of Persian Language and Literature at Yazd University,
Textual Studies at Allameh Tabataba’i University, and Mystical Studies at Kashan University
each had two articles cited. Among non-university journals, Nameh-ye Farhangestan with five
articles was the most frequently cited.
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