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Purpose: Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib, a prominent figure in early
Islam, has a biography that has strayed from historical reality and
taken on the characteristics of a tale and legend. Hamzanama is a
popular and legendary account of Hamza's life, apparently written
in the 7th century AH (13th century CE), of which only one
manuscript remains. Jafar Shoar has edited Hamzanama based on
this single manuscript, but the edition has errors and flaws. This
article aims to identify and correct some of these errors, to provide
accurate readings of illegible words in the text, and to reconstruct
omitted phrases.

Metohod and Research: Our method for correcting these errors
and reconstructing omitted phrases is based on comparing phrases
repeated in identical situations within this narrative. These recurring
phrases, which we call formulaic phrases, have a very high
frequency in the sixty-nine stories of Hamzanama.

Findings and conclusions: The result is that misread words and
omitted phrases sometimes confuse and disjoint the text, disrupting
the comprehension of the narrative flow. Therefore, correcting these
errors and reconstructing the omitted sentences by relying on and
referring to these formulaic phrases is necessary. By applying these
textual criticisms, subsequent editions of Hamzanama, one of the
oldest popular accounts of Hamza's life, will be more refined.
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Introduction

Hamzeh ibn Abdul-Muttalib, the uncle of the Prophet of Islam, is a renowned figure in
Islamic history whose life has often been portrayed in legendary and fantastical narratives,
diverging from historical reality. Among the various accounts of his life, the Hamzanama, an
anonymous work transcribed in the 7th century AH, stands out as a significant example of
Persian folk literature. Jafar Shoar undertook the critical editing of this popular tale, yet his
edition contains numerous errors, including omissions of words or phrases. This study aims to
rectify some of these inaccuracies and recover omitted terms or expressions, based on the
second printed edition of the Hamzanama published by Farzan Publications in 1362 SH (1983
CE).

Methodology

The methodology employed in this study is comparative analysis. As a folk narrative, the
Hamzanama is characterized by a high frequency of repetitive, formulaic, and clichéd
expressions. By comparing and aligning these formulaic phrases, certain errors in the text can
be corrected. In addition to relying on formulaic expressions, the study draws on the stylistic
features of the text to address indisputable errors. In some instances, analogical correction has
also been applied to restore the intended meaning.

Discussion

Classical Persian texts, over time, have undergone alterations and deviations, often drifting
from their original forms. Consequently, textual correction is essential to restore their
authenticity. The Hamzanama is particularly challenging in this regard, as only a single
manuscript, preserved in the Berlin State Library (Tiibingen), survives. Jafar Shoar’s critical
edition of this text contains several errors, including inaccuracies in the recording of common
and proper nouns, as well as omissions of words or phrases. For instance, in the sentence,
“Amr Umayya placed a sedative in the goblet and brought it,” the verb “brought” (avard) is
erroneous, as the narrative context suggests “gave” (u dad) as the correct form. Similarly, the
proper noun “Amr Mu’addi” is mistakenly recorded in place of “Amr Umayya” in the context
of marriage episodes involving the daughters of Gostehem and Bakhtak, necessitating
correction. Another example pertains to illegible words, such as in the sentence, “Gostehem
became intoxicated, his two eyes... like a lamp,” where the omitted word can be restored as
“torch” (mash’ale), based on its occurrence in a formulaic expression: “As soon as Amr
Mu’addi drank the cup of desire, his two eyes, like torches, shone like lamps.” Additionally,
the phrase “four fingers” is omitted in the description on page 489: “The king, ashamed,
struck the warrior with his sword; the sword... settled on the emir’s shield.” The unit of
measurement for a sword settling on a shield in the Hamzanama is typically “four fingers,” as
evidenced on page 506: “One corner of the shield was cut, reaching Malek’s shoulder, and
settled four fingers deep.”

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Jafar Shoar’s edition of the Hamzanama contains errors and
omissions that occasionally render sentences meaningless. Given the Hamzanama s status as
one of the oldest and most celebrated folk tales in Persian literature, it is imperative to provide
a text as free as possible from errors and deficiencies for enthusiasts and scholars of folk
literature. This article examines 28 instances where words were incorrectly recorded or
omitted. However, the errors and shortcomings in the text exceed this number. By applying
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these textual criticisms, subsequent editions of Hamzanama, one of the oldest popular
accounts of Hamza's life, will be more refined.

It is hoped that future editions of the Hamzanama will address all or most of these
inaccuracies, enhancing the accessibility and reliability of this significant work.
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