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Purpose: The present study seeks to address the question, “What
are the similarities among supernatural motifs in various types of
Persian epic verse within the framework of Georges Dumézil’s
triadic mythological theory?” by relying on his theory of triadic
functions. In line with this objective, four epic poems have been
selected for analysis: one mythological epic, Garshaspnameh; one
religious epic, Khavarannameh; one heroic epic, Shahanshahnameh;
and one historical epic, Zafarnameh.

Method and Research: The research employs a descriptive-
analytical method, classifying and analyzing the mythological
motifs present in the selected epic poems according to the three
functions of sovereignty, warfare, and fertility.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings suggest that in each of
these epic poems, one of Dumézil’s triadic functions is more
prominent, with the primary determining factors being the
“worldview governing the work” and its “central theme.” In all
three epics, “dreams and prophecy” serve as the catalyst for the
narrative’s progression, though their function differs in each. In
Mostofi’s Iranshahri (Iranian urban) thought, as reflected in
Zafarnameh, the function of “sovereignty” is more pronounced,
with the king portrayed as the absolute representative of God on
earth, holding a lofty and sacred position. This is due to his
possession of divine charisma (farreh izadi) on one hand, and his
attributes of piety, justice, generosity, and wisdom in his actions on
the other, all of which are examinable within this character’s
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functions. In Garshaspnameh, given its thematic focus on
“describing Garshasp’s martial exploits and reporting his deeds,”
the functions of warfare and fertility are more dominant. In the
religious epic Khavarannameh, which narrates the valorous feats of
the Shia leader, the function of warfare/heroism stands out most
prominently. Elements such as divine charisma and invulnerability
(rooyin-tani) are represented differently here, with the hero’s
miracles and supernatural power overshadowing other epic aspects
of the poem. In Shahanshahnameh by Saba, the functions of
sovereignty/ kingship and warfare/heroism predominate, with
Abbas Mirza, the narrative’s hero, engaging in battle against
foreigners/non-Iranians.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

One of the most significant branches of research studies within the field of mythology is
comparative mythology, which involves a systematic comparative analysis of the themes and
narratives of mythological systems across different cultures and ethnic groups, particularly
those sharing a common origin. This approach aims to reconstruct the ancient myths of these
cultures and ethnicities, thereby uncovering their shared linguistic, religious, and social
structures. A prominent figure in the field of comparative mythology is Georges Dumézil. His
most notable contribution to mythological comparison is his "functional™ theory, which
addresses the three social functions of sovereignty, warfare, and abundance in Indo-European
myths. The present study focuses on comparing four types of epic works with distinct themes
(historical, religious, and heroic) and may serve as a model for future comparative research.
The primary objective of this study is to elucidate and analyze the transcendental motifs in
versified epic texts, compare them with one another, and identify consistencies and
similarities among them based on Georges Dumézil’s theory of triadic functions. A secondary
goal is to assess the extent to which Iranian epic poets were influenced by the structures of
Indo-European epics.

Methodology
The research methodology employed in this study is content analysis. Content analysis is a
research technique used to objectively, systematically, and quantitatively describe the
manifest content of communication, aiming to identify and highlight the main themes or
patterns within a text or ancient texts. The stages of conducting this research are as follows:
Defining and determining the set of documents whose content will be analyzed; "searching
for and collecting primary research sources (theoretical foundations and texts under
analysis)";

Defining variables and categories according to which the data will be coded and classified;
Establishing indicators and rules for placing content units into categories;
Sampling from the document collection or statistical population; "reading the texts
(Garshaspnameh, Khavarannameh, Zafarnameh, and Shahanshahnameh) based on the
theoretical framework of the research (Georges Dumézil’s triadic functions)";
"Classifying the motifs and aligning them within the analyzed texts (Garshaspnameh,
Khavarannameh, Zafarnameh, and Shahanshahnameh). Analyzing and examining the
similarities and differences of motifs in the analyzed texts."”

Discussion

In line with the research objective, one epic work is selected as a mythological epic
(Garshaspnameh), another as a religious epic (Khavarannameh), a third as a heroic epic
(Shahanshahnameh), and a fourth as a historical epic (Zafarnameh) to serve as the basis for
examination and analysis. Shahanshahnameh, the most renowned historical epic of the Qajar
era, was composed by Fath-Ali Khan Saba Kashani in imitation of the Shahnameh. The final
section of this poem narrates the Iran-Russia wars and the valor of Abbas Mirza. The
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recounting of battles and the depiction of heroic deeds constitute the primary theme of this
epic, with mythology manifesting in various forms throughout the work. It appears that Saba
Kashani, influenced by a predominant panegyric approach, employed diverse mythological
motifs to mythologize history. He derived the core motifs from the Shahnameh, some of
which are rooted in folk culture; however, he expanded certain motifs while reducing others.
He leveraged the conflict and struggle between Iranians and foreigners as a means to align
Shahanshahnameh more closely with the narrative style of the Shahnameh. The presence of
mythology in authentic and natural epics is considered essential, and the use of myth is
regarded as an inherent characteristic of the epic genre; however, its reflection in artificial
epics requires further explanation and scrutiny. This need is doubly significant in a work like
Shahanshahnameh, as it is a historical-heroic poem narrating events that occurred shortly
before its composition. Khavarannameh, another epic poem in the meter and style of the
Shahnameh, was composed by Ibn Hesam Khusfi. It chronicles the life of Imam Ali (AS),
focusing on his bravery as a champion of Muslims in Islamic history and the heroic aspects of
his life. Within the epics of this work, there are occasional references to demons, jinn, battles
with dragons and legendary creatures, as well as imaginary events typically integral to epic
literature. Some scholars argue that these legends have ancient Iranian origins, which were
later adapted and attributed to Imam Ali (AS) with certain modifications. Zafarnameh,
authored by Hamdallah Mustawfi, is another work composed in imitation of the Shahnameh
during the Mongol period. In this era, due to the distinct temperament of the Mongols, the
abolition of the Abbasid Caliphate, the weakening of national sentiments, the gradual
transformation of Iran’s political-social conditions, and the rise of historical writing
movements, the prominence of national epics diminished, giving way to the flourishing of
historical epic poetry.

Conclusion

Based on the research findings, it appears that in each of these epic poems, one of the three
functions proposed by Georges Dumézil is more prominently manifested. The primary factor
influencing this is the "worldview governing the work™ and the "themes" of these poems. In
all three epics, "dreams and prophecies” serve as the catalyst for shaping the narrative flow,
though their function varies in each. In Mustawfi’s "Iranshahri" (Iran-centric) thought, the
function of "sovereignty" is more pronounced, with the king regarded as the absolute
representative of God on Earth, holding a lofty and sacred position. This is due to the king
possessing divine charisma (farreh-ye izadi), alongside traits such as piety, justice, generosity,
and wisdom, which are evident in the character’s actions. In Garshaspnameh, given the
work’s theme—"describing Garshasp’s warfare and reporting his deeds"—the functions of
"warfare" and "abundance™ are more prominent. In the religious epic Khavarannameh, which
narrates the valor of the Shia leader, the function of "warfare/valor" stands out, with elements
such as divine charisma and invulnerability reimagined in a distinct manner. Here, the hero’s
miracles and supernatural powers overshadow other epic aspects of the poem. In Saba’s
Shahanshahnameh, the functions of "sovereignty/rulership” and "warfare/valor" predominate,
with Abbas Mirza, the narrative’s hero, engaging in battle against foreigners/non-Iranians.
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