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Purpose: Khajeh Bahaeddin Nagshband, the founder of the
Nagshbandi order, is a prominent figure in mysticism. The oldest
maqgamat of Khajeh Nagshband -Anis al-Talebeen and Uddat ul-
Salekeen- have recently been published. The editors of these works
have put considerable effort into editing and researching the texts.
As the significance of any work is better recognized when it is
studied thoroughly and the results are communicated to both the
author and the readership.

Method and Research: The present inquiry will first shed light on
the features and importance of Anis al-Talebeen. Then, following a
close reading of selected passages, it will point out certain errors in
the critical edition of the work.

Findings and Conclusions: We will summarize the textual features
and the work’s influence on subsequent texts in comparative tables.
We will also address ambiguities that have been overlooked in the
critical edition, offering explanations of certain lexicons and terms.
Correcting these errors, along with providing a more meticulous
analysis and clarifying problematic statements will no doubt
improve the critical edition.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Ants al-Talibin wa ‘Uddat al-Salikin is the oldest surviving work concerning Khwaja Baha’
al-Din Nagshband, the founder of the Nagshbandi order. A detailed recension of the work was
previously edited and published by Ebrahim Sari Oghlt in 1992 (1371 SH), and now its
abridged version has been released through the efforts of Maryam Hoseyni and Mahmid
‘Alizadeh Kashani. The editors of Anis al-Talibin have previously edited and published
several Nagshbandi texts; in addition, Maryam Hoseyni has conducted extensive research on
this Sufi order. In the introduction to the current book, the editors have shared the results of
their studies on the Nagshbandi order, Khwaja Nagshband, the Nagshbandi masters, a
comparison of the two versions of Anis al-Talibin, the manuscripts, and the method of textual
editing.

We now have access to a refined and corrected version of this work, clearly reflecting the
editors' scholarly effort in its verification and study. The detailed and well-researched
introduction, systematic and rigorous editing, along with comprehensive annotations and
various indices, are among the merits of this edition—each of which deserves a dedicated
article. The opening section of the present article deals with the position of Anis al-Talibin
and its textual significance, followed by a critical review of this edited version.

Methodology

This study has been composed using the qualitative content analysis method in a descriptive-
analytical format. In the first part of the article, the authors examine the influence of Anis al-
Talibin on subsequent texts, then highlight its lexical values and explain some of its
vocabulary. The second part of the article is dedicated to a critical evaluation of the edited
version of Anis al-Talibin.

Discussion

One of the crucial issues requiring attention is the influence Anis al-Talibin had on later
writers. Neither the editors of this text nor other scholars who have edited works influenced
by Anis al-Talibin have addressed this matter with sufficient precision.

‘Abd al-Rahman Jami, in his renowned work Nafahat al-Uns, when discussing the shaykhs of
the Khwajagan order and Khwaja Nagshband, quotes phrases from Anis al-Talibin without
any citation. Baghistan, another well-known book by Jami, contains a final tale in its first
chapter that is derived from the concluding story of the second section of Anis al-Talibin.
Rashhat ‘Ayn al-Hayat by Fakhr al-Din “Al1 Saft is a hagiographical work concerning the Sufi
shaykhs, particularly the Naqshbandi masters. The author quotes material from Anis al-
Talibin without referencing the source. Magamat-i Hadrat-i Khwaja Baha' al-Din Nagshband,
authored by Abii al-Hasan Muhammad-Bagqir ibn Muhammad-‘Ali, also exhibits significant
influence from Anis al-Talibin, with comparative charts in this article highlighting those
instances.

Some words in Anis al-Talibin may seem simple at first glance, yet upon closer examination,
their nuanced meanings become apparent. Hoseyni and ‘Alizadeh have at times passed over
such seemingly straightforward words—whose meanings appear self-evident—without
discussing their semantic distinctions in the commentary. Words like nafas, ‘azimat and
rukhsat, takkiye kardan, dashtan, paliz, bar-ayi, sar-avaz, zamin shekastan, and tarbiyat
kardan are among those examined in this study to aid a better understanding of the text.

One of the strengths of this edition is its extensive introduction, which explores the
Nagshbandi order from various angles and provides valuable insights into a deeper
understanding of the Nagshbandi tradition. It also includes thorough discussions on Anis al-
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T'alibin, 1ts significance, and the methodology of 1ts textual editing. However, some
points in the introduction may require further reflection and scrutiny. Additionally,
insufficient investigation into existing manuscripts, incomplete reporting of other copies,
inaccuracies in describing the base manuscript, and neglect of linguistic typology and
Transoxianian dialectal features have occasionally led to editorial errors in recording words or
even sentences. These issues are addressed in the section reviewing the critical edition of Anis
al-Talibin.

Conclusion

With the edited version of the abridged Anis al-Talibin now available, we have access to one
of the earliest Persian texts related to the Nagshbandi order. The editor’s effort in critically
revising this text and conducting research on it is of considerable significance. However,
certain slips and errors are noticeable in the book, and addressing these issues would be a
major step toward further refinement and perfection of the work. In this article, the authors
have aimed to contribute to the enhancement and completion of this edition by pointing out
some of the flaws and offering suggestions for its correction and improvement.
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