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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The Safavid era is considered one of the most brilliant periods of tourism development in Iran
and the peak of travel writing. Travel books, along with other works, provide relatively clear
images of the political, social, economic and cultural conditions of the time and are
considered important sources of Iranology. Each traveler had different reasons and
motivations for traveling to Iran; including: political missions, scientific trips, religious
propaganda, etc.

There are also many travel books left by European travelers who traveled to Iran in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and reflected the political and social conditions, customs
and traditions of the people, and the state of the Safavid courts in their works, most of which
have been translated into Persian.

The travelogues of the Sheirley Brothers, Anthony and Robert, English agents who were
responsible for various political and military tasks during the reign of Shah Abbas the Great
(985 AH), and the travel book of Engelbert Kaempfer, a German traveler during the reign of
King Suleiman, are works that were written in connection with the goals that their authors had
for their travels, such as religious propaganda, travel and exploration, scientific studies, and
political missions. These travel books are sometimes considered important sources of
Iranology. The two travel books studied in this research are among the works that have the
appropriate capacity for examining and comparing the stated aspects.

Methodology

This is descriptive-analytical research with a comparative perspective. Also, the documentary
research method is used; therefore, the present research is conducted with a qualitative
approach and a comparative method. Also, for analysis, the research results are presented
through a review of the texts related to the travel books of the Shirley brothers and Kaempfer.
Discussion

In this article, the following should be mentioned as common features of the travel books of
the Shirley brothers and Kaempfer:

1. The description and analysis that the travel books writers have presented of the belief in
fate and providence of the Safavid era society has been based solely on their objective and
personal knowledge of the people of the Safavid era; therefore, they have spoken less about
the historical and cultural roots of this category.

2. they have considered the belief in fate in its common sense and concept, without making a
distinction between the concepts of “fate” and “predestination” in their writings. This is
because the belief in fate is a social phenomenon and has its roots in historical experiences
and political issues, while predestination is based on religious thought.

3. The Shirley brothers and Kaempfer have presented numerous, multifaceted, and sometimes
contradictory explanations and descriptions of the Iranian character, which have sometimes
been dependent on their specific experiences and from which they have deduced general
statements. (See: Kaempfer, 1984: 170-184; Shirley, 1983: 191)

In terms of perspective and writing style, there are significant differences between the two
travel books; For example: The Shirley Brothers' Travel Book is more narrative, descriptive,
and heroic, and its style is more like a story and narrative than a political and scientific travel
book. The author or authors tell the story as an absent and omniscient narrator, and the
narrative style is third-person.

On the contrary, the Iranian section of Kaempfer's travel book deals with the method of
electing the Shah of Iran with a detailed introduction. Then it continues with the introduction
and coronation ceremony of King Suleiman and the beliefs of the Iranians about the Shah and
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the Crown Prince. After that, it describes in detail the Grand Vizier, the Iranian army and its
commanders, the most prominent positions and staff of the Iranian court, the institution of the
clergy and the holy relics, the king's entourage, the internal facilities of the court, the location
of the royal palaces, and the quality of the administration of the provinces and cities. Finally,
it focuses on Isfahan, the capital of Iran. In the book, the author's field research also attracts
attention. He travels through the streets, alleys, and gardens of Isfahan and measures their
dimensions, and obtains sufficient information through interviews with experts in each field
and subject.

This travel book is considered one of the most authoritative works in terms of research into
the political and social history of Iran in the 17" century. And from the perspective of
anthropology and knowledge of national and religious customs, beliefs, and ideas, as well as
awareness of the composition of the population and social orders, the sciences of the time, and
the jobs and professions of that time, it is considered one of the valuable works and resources
in the field of Iranology.

Conclusion

Among the similarities and differences between the Shirley Brothers' travel book and
Kaempfer's are: The Shirley Brothers' travel book contains valuable general information about
the era of Shah Abbas | and the Safavid government. In this travel book, the movement
routes, the ways of passage, the habits, the behavior of the people, the social characteristics
and the customs of the people of each region are mentioned in a brief and general manner.
Kaempfer entered Iran at the same time as the death of Shah Abbas Il and the accession of
Shah Suleiman (Shah Safi Il) in 1684 AD. Almost a hundred years after the Shirley brothers.
Therefore, he has provided a brief description of Iran in the past and a complete description of
the election and reign of the new Shah and the political institutions and administrative and
religious hierarchies and religious and superstitious beliefs. These travel books contain useful
information about Iranian society from the perspective of anthropology and introducing the
society and culture of Shiite Iran of the Safavid era to Europeans.
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