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Purpose: National identity during the Pahlavi era was represented
within the framework of nationalist ideologies, patriotism, and the
Pahlavi government's modernizing agenda, which included state-
building and modernization programs. Many poets and writers
reflected and depicted national identity and its components in their
literary works. This study aims to provide a comprehensive
explanation of the nature of national identity in literary works of
this period, focusing on efforts by poets and writers parallel to the
official discourse of the Pahlavi court, who sought to rediscover and
revive Iranian identity.

Method and Research: The present study utilizes a descriptive and
analytical method based on library research and publications. It
adopts a historical perspective to examine the representation of
national identity in the modern literature of the Pahlavi era.
Findings and Conclusions: From a historical perspective, national
identity during the Pahlavi period was reconstructed under the
influence of elements of Iranian identity and through a cycle of
modernist nationalism centered on the Shah. Literature, particularly
in the form of poetry and novels, became a medium for portraying
identity themes such as patriotism, monarchism, and shared Iranian
history and language. These works emphasized the Persian
language's capacity to convey cultural and civilizational elements
while often adopting a negative stance toward the West and Western
modernism. The dominant form of representation was ancient-
oriented nationalism.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The inclination towards Iran-centric and identity-based literature, which began in the Qajar
period, especially during the Constitutional Revolution, gained momentum during the Pahlavi
era. This was due to familiarity with Orientalist scholarship and the translation of their works,
as well as the influence of new scientific methods. Alongside the Pahlavi regime's ancient-
oriented approach, this context provided fertile ground for the creation of modern national
literary works. Scholars such as Foroughi, Qazvini, Forouzanfar, Eghbal, Bahar, Bahmanyar,
Tagizadeh, and others illuminated previously unknown aspects of Iranian literary history.
Other intellectuals, like Bahar, Pourdavoud, Kasravi, and Yasemi, delved into ancient Iranian
literature and languages. During this period, the teaching of Avestan and Pahlavi languages
also began.

Under Reza Shah's reign, poets and writers had limited space for expressing their ideas. One
dominant trend in poetry was the shift toward modernism (epitomized by Nima and the
Nimaic poetry), while another followed the traditional style, led by Malek o-Shoara Bahar.
Historical and social novels gained attention, and literary movements that reflected
nationalism found room to grow. The expansion of Persian novels, alongside the development
of printing and publishing, helped spread Persian as the official language throughout the
country. Thus, literature, particularly novels, served nationalism and became a crucial factor
in shaping Iranian national identity.

The historical perspective, influenced by figures like Armstrong and Smith who
emphasized ethnic symbolism, searches for the formation of nations in their ethnic-cultural
roots. This view highlights the role of ethnic ties, myths, symbols, values, and early
memories. Some researchers have applied this historical perspective to Iranian identity and its
evolution. For example, Richard Cottam connects Iranian national awareness to the
Achaemenid period, and Spuler highlights how Iran’s contact with diverse peoples (e.g.,
Arabs, Turks) and its rich pre-Islamic culture enabled the reproduction of Iranian identity
during the Islamic era.

In Iran, thinkers like Fereydoun Adamiyat stressed the presence of Iranian identity elements
throughout Iranian history. Ehsan Yarshater, meanwhile, acknowledged the influence of
Western political thought on concepts like nation and homeland. Ahmad Ashraf distinguishes
between Iran's historical and national identity, arguing that Iran’s historical identity has been
reconstructed since the Sassanid period, continuing to this day.

Methodology

This study, adopting a historical perspective and using historical (descriptive-analytical)
methods, examines the identity-building process during the reigns of Reza Shah and
Mohammad Reza Shah. It explores the efforts to rediscover and revive Iranian identity
parallel to the official Pahlavi discourse. The key research question is: "How was the nature of
national identity represented in the modern literature of the Pahlavi period, and which
components of Iranian identity were highlighted by the Pahlavi government?"

Discussion

The spread of the idea of modernity and modernization caused cultural and social
transformation. The social role of poets and writers became more prominent, the importance
and use of prose over poetry was strengthened, changes were made in the content and form of
literary works, patriotic ballads became popular, critical theater and literary criticism, etc. In
this context, especially the literature of the 20th century became more political and its social
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aspect became stronger. The authors of these works represented the changes and basic issues
of the society in their works with various roles of Persianist, socialist, Muslim and modernist.
The political and cultural conditions of Reza Shah's period and the intensification of
censorship by that government led literature to the path of historical and literary research in
Iranology. In the literature of the years 1921 to 1946, retrograde patriotism replaced
progressive patriotism. Literature affected by nationalism discourse entered a new stage.
Glorification of Ferdowsi and Shahnameh became popular in opposition to the Arabic
language. The removal of foreign words, especially Arabic, was encouraged.

In the second Pahlavi period, literature initially became one of the most important
platforms for preserving Iranian national and indigenous identity against colonial countries.
Poets and writers, as the language of the people, sought refuge in the national and mythical
characters of their country’s literature and history to remind them of Iran's glory and past, and
sought to preserve the old lIranian traditions and values. Poets such as Akhwan, Nima,
Shamlou, Shafii Kodkani, and writers such as Dolatabadi, Al Ahmad, Jamalzadeh, and
Hedayat, left many works with the content of nationalism and Iranian identity.

Novel writing, more than any literary work, is influenced by the conditions of the society.
Therefore, it can reflect social issues better than any other literary work. The works that
appeared in the first years of the Persian novel, often had a historical tone. The writing of such
works continued until the thirties. From the thirties, social, political and cultural categories
and issues were gradually formed in the story in a critical way and continued until the end of
Pahlavi.

It can be said that during the period of Reza Shah, social novel writing reached its peak.
The government's direct and indirect attention and advice to antiquarian nationalism
strengthened the tendency to such stories. People like Dinshah Irani, Abdul Hossein Sepanta,
Mohammad Moghadam, Hassan Pirnia, Ibrahim Pourdavoud, etc. made a lot of efforts in this
field.

In this way, literature, especially the novel, served nationalism with the spread of the
Persian language as an effective element in building the national identity of Iranians, and on
the other hand, it flourished under the shelter of nationalism. The growth period of Persian
novels with a historical tone ends with the death of Hedayat, and over time it loses its
existential necessity as the most important literary trend of the time, and gradually social,
political and cultural issues in the form of a critical story in the novel.

Conclusion

From a historical perspective, it can be said that during the Pahlavi era, various identity
elements were transformed into symbolic resources by the modern state. In this
reconstruction, lranian culture and identity, particularly literature, were influenced by
nationalist discourse. Modern literature, in both poetry and novels, emphasized the Persian
language as a central element for transmitting cultural and civilizational components and
historical heritage. These works also portrayed identity through an ancient-oriented lens,
focusing on patriotism, monarchism, and a shared Iranian history and language.
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