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Introduction

The "Masalik wa Mamalik written by al-Istakhri, is an important historical geography text
containing significant historical-geographical informations about the regions encompassed in
the 4th century AH. This treatise was translated from Arabic to Persian and the Persian
Samples is currently available. Various studies have been published about that in various
languages, but fewer studies have focused on introducing and explaining the regional
divisions in the cultural regions of different lands. Initial Istakhri lived after the second great
geographer of Islamic civilization, Ibn Khordadbeh, and contemporaneously with Abu Zayd
Balkhi in the 4th century AH. He left behind a travelogue for future generations, utilizing the
book "Surat al-Ard" by Balkhi and his own personal travels, which is one of the oldest
writings on "routes and regions" that can also be translated as "the paths and countries". This
treatise facilitates historical geography research for scholars. Accordingly, the research aimed
to extract various regional classifications in the cultural regions of the Islamic lands during
the era of Istakhri based on the text of his translated treatise to determine whether architecture
had a place in this matter.

Methodology

This research has been conducted with an interpretive-historical approach and content
analysis method. To this end, the content of the book "Masalik wa Mamalik," which is the
text of the translation of the treatise "Masalik al-Mamalik," was initially analyzed to extract
various regional classifications in the divisions of the territories encompassed within the
Islamic sphere, and it was analyzed based on the text and compared with some similar
examples. Then, the instances where architecture played a role were separated and introduced.
In this article, the data were collected in a documentary-library manner, and the method of
organizing the article is descriptive-analytical.

Discussion

In Masalek al-Mamalek, Istakhri divides the lands of Islam into twenty regions, and the land
of revelation is mentioned as the starting point of the discussion because the House of God is
located there. Besides the division of the twenty regions, Istakhri refers to a broader
classification called mamlakat, which he defines as kingdoms. He introduces five Islamic
kingdoms: the kingdom of Rome, the kingdom of China, the kingdom of Persia, and the
kingdom of India. At first glance, it seems that his intention in composing the book, which is
to mention the regions encompassed by the circle of Islam, contradicts this second
classification. However, a closer examination of the text reveals that he refers to lands that
were either fully or partially within the realm of Islam. When he states: "When Islam became
evident, Muslims from every kingdom received a share, including those mentioned: from the
kingdom of Rome, Syria, Egypt, Andalusia, and the Maghreb, and from the kingdom of
India..." Therefore, when Istakhri mentions a kingdom like Rome, it is not because it is
entirely Islamic, but because it also accommodates Muslims. With these interpretations,
Istakhri has two general classifications in introducing the lands of the Islamic world: one
based on the twenty regions and the other based on the kingdoms. His definition of a region
refers to areas or lands that had a well-known name at that time. In this research, the various
divisions of these regions and countries are introduced, taking into account the impact that
architectural examples had in distinguishing and creating differentiation among these
divisions.

Conclusion
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According to the discussions and investigations of this research, the general divisions of
regions began with the country, and the largest divisions of Muslim regions were the
countries, while the smallest recognized unit within that territory was the locality. The country
was defined based on monarchy and political power and had three distinguishing features:
first, it had a ruler and a king; second, it was situated in a territory that was known for its
ruler, possessing intellect, art, religion, knowledge, prosperity, and politics; and third, each
country had distinct borders separating it from another country. Subsequent divisions included
regions and provinces, each governed by a ruler or governor, within whose sphere of
influence cities, towns, districts, quarters, villages, and localities were formed. This kind of
division and naming was proportional to the hierarchy of lands in terms of function, size,
geographical location, cultural, social, political, and economic aspects, and in accordance with
the cultural ties of various peoples and ethnicities, numerous names were employed in the
administrative-political literature of regions and areas in Islamic lands. Sometimes, several
names and concepts were used in a single meaning for cultural regions; for instance, the
definition of a village in Persian lands differed from that in Arab lands, and the translator's
attention to detail in choosing words for translating a single concept, considering these
differences, is commendable.
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