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Article Info ABSTRACT

é”iC'e rt]yﬁeé_ | Purpose: Objects found in the Halilrud civilization basin, especially Jiroft, are
esearci rucle . R
one of the most talked about ancient Eastern world. The Jiroft locale was almost

Article history: 2025 April 7 obscure from an archaeological point of view some time recently in 2001. After

Received in revised form the flood in this locale and the disclosure of different stone vessels with various
2025 May 11 pictures, the consideration of numerous archeologists was once more drawn to
Qgg?igthe:dzoorﬁ? n’guz%gs; 9 southeastern Iran. From an archaeological perspective, the aforementioned culture
December 22 dates back to the third millennium BC, during the Bronze Age. One of the most
important objects of this culture is the statue of a scorpion-shouldered man. The
Keywords: objective of the inquire about is to genuinely explore for the scorpion-shouldered
Jslggglgz:tgzzrpion man human statue within the Jiroft culture and encompassing civilizations within the
Iconography third thousand years BC.
Iconology Method and Research: One of the most important methods of studying works of

Snake art is iconographic and iconological research. The study of iconography is a

branch of science through which literature and stories related to a work are
interpreted. In contrast, through iconological study, the meaning hidden in
symbols and allegories in the context and cultural structure of a subject is
examined. The present research, relying on library resources and a descriptive-
analytical method, aims to study the mentioned statue through iconographic and
iconological study.

Findings and Conclusions: Due to the unknown nature of the script on the Jiroft
tablets, one of the methods of studying the works of Jiroft culture is iconographic
and iconological study. In the iconography section of the Scorpion-Shouldered
Man statue, the apparent similarity between the myth of Zahhak and the statue
discovered in the Jiroft culture is pointed out through written data in literary and
religious arts. In the iconology section, considering the archaeological
achievements in the areas surrounding the Jiroft culture, the connection of this
culture through trade relations, using the comparative study method, the similarity
between the mentioned statue and other gods and goddesses common in the
civilizations surrounding Jiroft has been searched.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Art is a way for people to express themselves or communicate, especially their feelings or
ideas that are hard to put into words (Levinson & Gayer, 2013: 12). In early societies, myths
are very important. They share and shape beliefs, support them, and help maintain good
behavior. It also ensures that rituals work and includes practical rules for how people should
behave. So, myths are very important to human civilization. So, myths are an important part
of human culture. It's not just a simple tale; it's an important and powerful thing. Myth isn't
just a thoughtful explanation or a creative story; it's a guideline that shows beliefs and
knowledge from earlier times (Malinowski, 2000: 47). The purpose of a myth is to explain
things, help solve problems, guide actions, or make them seem acceptable. Making myths
seems to be a basic part of how humans think. It helps us create a clear understanding of the
universe, society, and the purpose of our lives (Coop, 2011: 6). Myths can live on through
pictures and symbols. In simple terms, they show up in art as different signs and symbols.
Semiotics is about meaning, as it has a structure similar to language. The signifier is how the
sign looks. The signified is the idea that something stands for. The signifier is how something
looks or sounds, and the signified is what it represents or means (Keshmirshekan, 2016: 45).
The symbol tries to show us the connection between different levels of reality that we can't
easily understand with our minds. The main job of a symbol is to show a way of looking at
things that makes them seem different. It helps different works to look similar and connected
(Eliade, 2019: 37). Charles Sanders Peirce says that something is made up of three parts: the
appearance it has (which doesn’t have to be a physical object), the feelings or ideas it creates,
and the actual thing it is about (Keshmirshekan, 2016: 46). One of the most common and
important ways to understand ideas in art is by studying the symbols and meanings in the
artworks. In Iran, people refer to iconography and iconology by the same names: iconography
and iconology. Iconography aims to explain what a piece of art is about and what it shows. In
iconographic studies, researchers try to understand the real meaning of the artwork and figure
out what is shown in it. The aim is to find both the direct and indirect sources, including
books and images, that the artist used for inspiration (Nasri, 2020: 16). Iconography continues
from where iconography stops. It uses what it learned from studying images to explain why
this metaphor was used and how it connects to the wider culture surrounding that image
(Keshmirshekan, 2016: 38-39). At the start of the 20th century in Germany, Abbe Warburg
broadened the way of looking at symbols by thinking about the bigger picture. Warburg
thought that to understand art from any time, you needed to know about the myths, stories,
history, and everyday life of that time. Because of these issues, he started the iconographic
study method, which was later changed into a scientific method by her student Panofsky in
1932 (Nasri, 2020: 20). The found statue of the Scorpion-Shoulder Man is very important for
the Jiroft culture and is from the third millennium BC. This study aims to look into how this
statue was used and why it was important in Jiroft culture by examining its images and
meanings.

Methodology

The present study, based on library sources and descriptive-analytical methods, intends to
examine the importance this motif the Jiroft culture through iconographical and iconological
studies.

Conclusion
Symbols have always been an important part of human art from the past. Today, people need
to use organized science to understand the meaning of the symbols shown in old art. One of
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the key ways to study art is through iconographic and iconological research. Studying pictures
helps us understand the stories and writings related to the artwork, while studying the symbols
helps us learn about the cultural backgrounds behind the art. Since we don't know what the
writing on the Jiroft tablets means, a key way to learn about this culture is by studying its
images and symbols. In the part about pictures of the statue that has a scorpion on its
shoulder, it's noted that there are similarities between the story of Zahhak and the statue found
from the Jiroft culture, based on writings from literature and religious texts. In the
iconography part about the human statue with scorpion shoulders, the text highlights how the
story of Zahhak is similar to the statue found in the Jiroft culture, using information from
books and religious writings. In this part, we look at the snake symbol from two different
views: one related to evil and the other to the idea of the present moment.

Zahhak's demon-like snake stems from what he did: he stopped the people from getting water

and captured two goddesses of fertility named Shahrnawaz and Arnawaz. In this view, the
snake represents ideas like water, fertility, gods of fertility, and the renewal of life. In the
iconology section, we look at archaeological discoveries near the Jiroft culture. We explore
how this culture was connected to others through trade. Finally, we compare the statue to
similar gods and goddesses found in nearby civilizations. In nearby cultures, the gods and
goddesses like Girtbolulu, Nergal, Dumuzi, Ishhara, and Skelet look a lot like the statue that
was found. The gods and goddesses mentioned are linked to the gods of the underworld and
the afterlife because of their relationships with snakes and scorpions. So, the Jiroft Scorpion
Man statue likely represents life after death and the way people were buried in the third
millennium BC.
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