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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The Mongols began their invasion of the territory of the Khwarazm-Shah in the 7th century
AH, and their initial attacks, accompanied by widespread destruction and massacres, led to the
destruction of social structures. Meanwhile, the role of elites such as Sa'di in criticizing the
current situation and providing practical solutions to overcome it is significant. Sa di, who spent
his adolescence in the midst of the Mongol invasion, went to Baghdad, studied at the Nizamiyah
School, and for forty years traveled the East and West of the world, from India and Turkistan
to Syria, Asia Minor, and North Africa. He witnessed the devastating invasion of the Mongols,
was caught up in the Crusades, and experienced the security and prosperity of the era of Atabak
Abu Bakr in Fars and the turmoil after his death (Sami, 1984: 204). Sa'di came to Shiraz during
the reign of Atabak Abu Bakr, arranged the Bustan in 655 AH, and composed the Golistan the
following year. He gained great status with Atabak Abu Bakr and his son Sa'd, and advised the
nobles and princes of Fars, the Mongol khans, and their ministers (Forooghi, 1362: twelve to
eighteen). Suffering from the chaos of the current situation, he sought to restore order and
discipline, the foundations of which stemmed from the idea of Iran-Shahri. Therefore, he
expressed the duties of the king and the people towards each other in the form of various
anecdotes, called on the king to administer justice, establish security, supervise officials, and
create prosperity, and called on the people to be loyal, obedient, and disciplined.

The main goal of this research is to examine and explain the relationship between "Khish-
kari" and the performance of Atabak Abu Bakr in Sa'di's thought and works, and it answers this
fundamental question: To what extent did Sa'di pay attention to the specific tasks of Atabak
Abu Bakr in Fars in order to provide an appropriate solution to overcome the chaotic conditions
of society?

Methodology

This paper aims to analyze and explain the concept of "Khish-kari" or functions in the books
Golistan and Bustan, using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on library studies, and
to analyze and explain Sa'di 's desire and interest in relation to the desired pattern of rule that
is based on the foundation of Iran-Shahri political thought and is manifested in the personality
of Atabak Abu Bakr.

Discussion

In Mazdaist ontology, the creation of Ormazd has complete order and stability, and disorder
and chaos are in conflict with the organized creation of Ormazd (Rezaeirad, 2010: 100). This
is realized in light of the law of "Asha" (Arta), which instills the existence of a sacred cosmic
order in the entire universe. According to Ashe's law, everyone must engage in their own
"Khish-kari", and "Khish-kari" is a duty that everyone is responsible for performing according
to their upbringing, individual talent, and social capabilities, and they must strive to perform it
well. Therefore, it is obligatory upon every individual to behave responsibly in performing his
duty.

In the 7th century AH, the Mongols invaded Iran and caused widespread destruction.
Population decline, the destruction of the labor force and specialists, the collapse of the
agricultural economy and the reduction of cultivated land, the dominance of the military, and
the decline of urban and rural life were direct results of the Mongol invasion of Iran. The
Mongol nomads, by expanding nomadism and tax extortion, put additional pressure on the
people who had survived their swords. These conditions continued until the end of the 7th
century and the beginning of Ghazan Khan's reforms (Petroshevski, 1366: 5/455-457). Thus,
Sa di considered the solution to overcome this crisis to be establishing order in society, and he
understood well that, apart from the Mongol invasion, many of society's problems stemmed
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from the failure to entrust the country's affairs, positions, and affairs to competent and capable
individuals. Therefore, Sa'di, who saw the principle of "Khish-kari" in the organization of
social affairs as being unworkable in such circumstances, pointed out the functions and duties
of the ruler and called on the Mongol rulers and other rulers to observe them. Choosing
competent officials and supervising them; associating with the wise and avoiding the lowly;
being wise and managing affairs; maintaining authority and establishing security; being just
and fair; being religious and helping the religious are among the duties and functions that Sa"di
reminds the ruler of and calls upon him to observe.

Conclusion

It seems that Sa'di wants an ideal kingship who, through his "Khish-kari", would regulate all
the affairs of society. In fact, Sa'di envisioned a kind of ideal city under the rule of an ideal
kingship, and the society and desired model of rule that Sadi envisioned at that time was Shiraz
and Fars in general, which, thanks to the wisdom of the Solghori Atabaks, especially Atabak
Abu Bakr b. Sa'd, had been able to remain safe from the Mongol invasion. The security and
tranquility that was created in Fars in light of Atabak Abu Bakr's actions caused his "Khish-
kari" to be widely reflected in Sa'di 's works and to be introduced as a perfect sample of
Shahriari. In fact, on the one hand, Sa'di recounts the harms of governance in the crisis-ridden
society of his time, and on the other hand, he suggests the rule of Atabak Abu Bakr as a desirable
model.
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