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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The pervasive presence and significant role of horses in the daily lives of ancient peoples have
left a broad and distinct mark on culture. Persian culture is rich with proverbs, maxims, and
idiomatic expressions that frequently reference horses. To convey important messages and
highlight sensitive matters, our ancestors often used allusions and veiled language, resulting
in numerous proverbs featuring horses4. In these expressions, horses are commonly seen to
embody nobility, a pivotal role in life, wealth, success, and superiority over other animals
(particularly donkeys)5. For instance, dreaming of a horse was considered auspicious:
"[Seeing] a horse [in a dream] signifies dominion and fortune, and also a wife" (Amoli, 1377,
Vol. 3: 242).

In Persian culture, religion, and folklore, the horse is not merely recognized as a noble and
valuable animal; in many texts, it serves as a symbol of power, courage, speed, and the link
between the material and spiritual realms. Furthermore, manifestations of supernatural horses,
such as winged horses, appear in mystical texts, mythological narratives, and religious
accounts, often possessing a symbolic and sacred function. This research aims to symbolically
investigate the status of the horse—encompassing both earthly and winged horses—across
three domains: lIranian culture, religion, and folklore. It seeks to demonstrate how this
creature has held a prominent position in the Iranian intellectual system, serving as a
connector between earth and sky, or body and meaning. Therefore, focusing on all significant
representations of the horse (both natural and mythical) is crucial for a comprehensive
understanding of this cultural symbol, rather than merely treating it as a dispersed subject.
Methodology

This research employs a documentary and descriptive-analytical method. It begins by
referencing the research background, then examines the position of the horse in ancient
Iranian culture, followed by an emphasis on the importance of the horse in pre-Islamic periods
(Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sasanian) in Iran. Finally, the place of the horse, especially
winged horses, in legends and beliefs, mysticism, the Quran, and religion, is analyzed and
described.

Discussion

Typically, among the legends found in some countries around the world, such as Greece,
India, and Turkey, a common animal with shared characteristics can be identified: a legendary
animal resembling a beautiful horse with long wings that also possesses astonishing speed.
Some of these legendary horses have been so famous that their names are still mentioned from
ancient times to today, with many books written and films made about them. In the treasure
trove of Iranian folklore, such stories are also abundant. Examples include a story where the
king's only son has a magical colt that saves him (Marzolph, 1376: 83); a mare that becomes
pregnant from the neighing of another horse (ibid.: 149); the tale of a sea-colt brought from
another place and sold in the city, which the prince asks his father to buy for him (ibid.: 21);
and another story of a sea-colt that a gypsy kills out of envy (ibid.: 340). These are selections
of horse stories that, although recently transcribed from oral tradition, originate from ancient
thought and archetypes. These archetypes first appeared as cows and lions before the Aryans,
and then as horses after the emergence of the Aryans. The creation of tales about horses was
due to their high value and status in the general culture of past generations.In an Islamic
narration, the worth and dignity of the horses of Mujahideen reach the level of respect of their
riders26. It is said that four animals have the right to enter paradise: the horse of the warrior
(Ghazi), the camel of Salih, the donkey of Uzair, and the dog of the People of the Cave
(Fakhr-e Modabber, 1346: 179). The horses of the Ghazi are reminiscent of the opening
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verses of the holy Sura Al-Adiyat in the Quran, which swear by the horses of Muslims who
attacked the infidels28. Even today, in popular culture, it is customary to swear by Duldul, the
horse of Imam Ali (AS), and Dhu al-Janah, the horse of Imam Hussein (AS).

Conclusion

The symbolic examination of the horse and winged horse in Iranian culture, religion, and
folklore reveals that this animal, from ancient times to the Islamic era, has always held a
symbolic position beyond its physical and practical role. In ancient pre-Avestan traditions, the
horse, especially in the form of a winged horse, gained a celestial and superhuman
manifestation in pictorial art and mythological narratives. This imagery continues in the
Avesta with narratives such as Sraosha's chariot, the battle of Tishtrya and Apaosha, and the
prayers of the Arteshtaran, where the horse is not only a sacred being but also an intermediary
between the earthly and heavenly worlds33.

In the Islamic period, this symbolic status is not weakened; rather, it is reinforced with new
semantic weight in the religious, mystical, and epic spheres. In the Quran, Hadiths, and
religious texts, the horse is linked to concepts such as jihad, nobility, and otherworldly
reward. A prominent example is the horse of the Prophet of Islam in the narration of Miraj
(Burag), which shares similarities with the tradition of mythical winged horses36. In Islamic
mysticism, the horse is allegorically interpreted as the vehicle of spiritual journey and the
movement of the soul towards truth; in Sufi texts, the horse represents the self, intellect, or
will. In epic literature, horses like Rakhsh in the Shahnameh become entities with independent
identities, alongside heroes38.

Thus, the horse and winged horse in Iranian culture are not merely noble animals, but
multifaceted and cross-cultural symbols that, from ancient Iran to the Islamic era, have
conveyed themes such as power, spirituality, the connection between earth and sky, and the
transition from the material world to the realm of meaning. The continuity of this symbol in
Iranian texts, images, and beliefs demonstrates the depth of its position in Iran's historical and
cultural mindset.
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