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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The misconception that linguistic exchange between Persian and Arabic commenced
solely with the advent of Islam is prevalent, even among some scholars. In reality, the
borrowing from Persian by Arabic predates the Islamic era. These two peoples had
long-standing, fluctuating political relations and sporadic commercial interactions. The
outcome of these exchanges is reflected in the literatures of both nations: while
specific Arabic words are abundant in Persian, approximately 2,500 Persian words
have become integrated into Arabic poetry and prose. Arabs maintained close,
amicable relations with Iranians, particularly during the Sasanian period, to the extent
that figures like ‘Adi ibn Zayd, well-versed in Persian language and culture, served as
envoys for Sasanian kings. With the rise of Islam and the growth of Islamic
civilization, the need for Sasanian wisdom became more pronounced, and the
Translation Movement provided a fitting response. The significant presence of Persian
vocabulary in pre-Islamic poetry indicates that the current of Persian influence into
Arabic was already gaining momentum long before the dawn of Islam. This study aims
to examine the Persian loanwords in al-Dhakha'ir wa al-Tuhaf, a key Arabic text from
the Abbasid period, to not only delineate the scope of this lexical influence but also to
affirm the profound cultural and civilizational impact of Iranians on Arab society. The
research seeks to answer: how many Persian-derived words are in the book? To what
semantic domains do they belong? And how accurately are their meanings recorded in
lexicons? The author hypothesizes that the Persian vocabulary in al-Dhakha'ir is
substantial and that, given the book's focus on royal gifts, the words are primarily
linked to material rather than spiritual life.

Methodology

This study utilizes a descriptive-analytical approach. The primary source is the critical
edition of al-Dhakha'ir wa al-Tuhaf by Muhammad Hamidullah, based on a unique
manuscript. The process involved a meticulous reading of the entire text to identify
words of Persian origin. Subsequently, these words were thematically categorized into
ten distinct domains to illustrate the areas of cultural and linguistic exchange. Each
identified loanword was then cross-referenced with major classical Arabic lexicons
and specialized studies on mu ‘arrab (Arabicized) words to verify its documentation,
etymology, and recorded meaning. This method allows for a quantitative and
qualitative assessment of the Persian lexical influence within this specific historical
and literary context.

Discussion

The analysis identified a total of 110 Persian loanwords within al-Dhakha'ir wa al-
Tuhaf. These words were categorized into ten thematic groups: 1) Daily Life; 2) Music
and Entertainment; 3) Plants; 4) Clothing and Food; 5) Warfare and Courtly Life; 6)
Jewelry and Adornments; 7) Animals; 8) Courtly Accouterments; 9) Measures and
Weights; and 10) Other Terms. The most significant finding is the overwhelming
predominance of vocabulary related to daily life, food, clothing, and administrative
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matters. This aligns with the book’s content, which focuses on material gifts, treasures,
and courtly ceremonies. Conversely, terms associated with music and entertainments
are the least represented. Furthermore, the study found that four words—
masddakinan/mashadakinan, shadhakla, kalita, and dakija—are absent from the
canonical Arabic dictionaries, suggesting their usage was perhaps limited or
specialized. Among these, the precise meaning of shadhakla and kaliita remains
unclear. The vast majority of the other 106 words are well-documented in Arabic
lexicons, indicating their successful integration into the broader Arabic lexicon. This
pattern of borrowing—primarily for tangible objects, administrative terms, and aspects
of urban life—confirms that Arabic absorbed Persian vocabulary to fill lexical gaps for
concepts and items prevalent in the more advanced Sasanian-Iranian civilization but
less familiar to the Arabian milieu.

Conclusion

The Persian loanwords in al-Dhakha'ir wa al-Tuhaf are not mere lexical artifacts but
powerful evidence of deep and multifaceted cultural and civilizational exchange
between Iranians and Arabs during the early Islamic centuries. The thematic
distribution of these words, heavily skewed towards material culture, urban life, and
administration, underscores that the influence was not random but corresponded to
areas of Iranian societal expertise. The successful integration of over a hundred words
into standard Arabic, as evidenced by their documentation in lexicons, testifies to the
profound and lasting impact of Iranian culture. While the linguistic exchange was
accelerated by the political and social changes following the advent of Islam, its roots
were already firmly established in the pre-Islamic era. This focused analysis of a single
text thus corroborates broader historical narratives and highlights the role of lexical
borrowing as a mirror reflecting the synthesis of two great civilizations in the crucible
of the Islamic world.
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