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Purpose: With the prevalence of a foreign language in a territory,
not only are new words added to the vocabulary of that language,
but also a number of words blend with foreign language terms due
to phonetic similarities. This type of transformation can be observed
in several Iranian words in contact with Arabic and Turkish
languages, and it is particularly traceable in place names. Some
ancient Iranian place names have merged with Arabic and Turkish
words and have ultimately been considered non-Iranian

Method and Research: One of the frequently encountered
instances of this issue involves toponyms that include one of the
forms "s_8" ", 8" or "1_8." Generally, these words and toponyms that
contain one of these three forms are perceived as Turkish. Studies
show that with the spread of the Turkish language in Iran, the words
" & meaning muddy and swampy, "_&" meaning hill and mountain,
and "™ and "s_S" in toponyms have blended with the Turkish
word "o and its other forms, leading to the assumption that all
these toponyms are Turkish

Findings and Conclusions: In this article, by examining place
names that contain the words "-_&" ", 8" and "!_8" an effort is made
to recover the ancient forms of these toponyms and discuss their
meanings and origins.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the factors that has fueled unscientific etymologies is the influence of the vocabulary
system of a foreign language on the languages of other territories. When a language penetrates
another territory, a number of foreign words infiltrate the vocabulary system of the languages
in that region and intermingle with phonetically similar words, erasing the ancient and
original forms of those words from memory. This phenomenon can be observed in the
etymology of place names. With the influence of the Arabic language in the early Islamic
centuries, some place names were Arabized or transformed. Subsequently, with the influx of
Turks into Iran, many ancient place names were either altered or conformed to Turkish forms.
In this context, one of the terms that requires exploration and discussion is the words "Qar,"
"Qara," and "Qara," which appear in numerous place names across Iran and are primarily
thought to be of Turkish origin. This misconception results from a lack of attention to the
transformations that occur due to phonetic similarities between words of one language and
another.

In this article, an effort is made to examine place names that include the words Qar, Qara, and
Qara, and to recover the Iranian words that have entered one of these Turkish forms due to
phonetic similarities. The investigations reveal that the Turkish "Qara," meaning "black," and
its other forms, although used in several place names, have also mixed with "Qur," meaning
"mud"” or "swamp," "Gar,"” meaning "hill" or "mountain,” and finally "Khore" / "Kore."
Consequently, some ancient Iranian place names have adopted a Turkish form and are
mistakenly perceived as Turkish.

Methodology

In writing this article, a library-based method was employed, referencing geographical
dictionaries to extract place names that include the word Qara or one of its variants. Historical
investigations were then conducted, relying on geographical data to discuss the meanings and
origins of the extracted place names.

Discussion

In the place names of Iran, three ancient Iranian words can be found that have been confused
with the Turkish "Qara" and its other forms: Qur, Gar, and Khore / Kore. )

The word Qur in Kermanshah is used independently and in the form of Quraw (_2) to mean
"mud" and "swamp," and in the Kurdish dialects of Mahabad and Saqgez, it appears as
gorawi, meaning "muddy." This word can be seen in some place names. For example, the
village Qoraba (L )3) in the Somayeh Sar district of Fuman County. The village Qurbaghestan
(ol 8) from the Dowrudfaraman district in central Kermanshah is also included in this
category, which is mistakenly interpreted as "Qara-Baghestan."

Another possible example could be the village "Qara-Batlaq" in Mahnashan, Zanjan. This
village is also transcribed as gare-batlaq in the geographical dictionary of Iran. The name of
this village may originally have been Qurbatlag. Since the word Qur meaning "swamp" has
gradually become obsolete, another word with the same meaning has been added to Qur, and
its first part, which has the same meaning as the second part, has been conflated with "Qara"
in Turkish.

Gar, meaning "mountain” or "hill," is an ancient word in Iranian languages that appears in the
same form in several place names across Iran. This word has sometimes been intertwined with
the Turkish "Qara.” One case that supports this notion is the existence of villages named Qara
Teppe, found in various regions of Iran, including Kermanshah. It seems that the villages
bearing this name primarily have their most significant natural feature as a mountain or hill,
which has been referred to by this name. In areas where Turkish is more prevalent, this term
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appears to have merged with "Qara,” leading to the obsolescence of its meaning as "hill."
Thus, the term was reintroduced to form "Qara Teppe."

A general example of this issue is the "Stone of the Black Stone™ (Hajar al-Aswad). Another
geographical instance in this regard is Qara Mohammad Teppe in Gonbad Kavus County,
where, although this area is predominantly Turkish-speaking and "Qara" meaning "black" is
common, it is not far-fetched to assume that the ancient name of this village was Garm
Mohammad. Through merging with "Qara Mohammad" and the forgetting of the meaning of
"hill" in its first part, the term "Teppe" was once again added, resulting in "Qara Mohammad
Teppe.” Villages such as Qara Qiyeh and Qara Diyan can also be included in this category.
Additionally, Qara Su, which is the name of several rivers in Iran, may have its first part as a
corrupted form of the same word Gar, meaning "mountain."”

Qara has also been mixed with Khore/Kore, a term widely used in the geography of the
Sasanian era. The word Kala/Qala found in place names and numerous villages that are
referred to as "castle” or have "castle" as part of their names may be remnants of this title.
Conclusion

Some place names have changed form due to phonetic similarities with foreign words. An
exploration of these names can guide us to their ancient forms. This article focused on place
names that include one of the words Qar/Qara/Qura. The investigations revealed that these
words are sometimes Turkish-formed versions of Iranian words originally assigned to places
and later altered under the influence of Turkish terms. Qara and its other forms have
sometimes transformed into Gar, which means "mountain.” The word Gar can still be
observed in place names such as Gorus, Garab, Garlo, Garnah, Giryudeh, Garabad, Grovik,
Grovieh, and Grotak. Its Turkish-formed version can be seen in place names like Qara Teppe,
Qara Diyan/Qaradian, Qara Qiyeh/Gelin Qiyeh, Qara Su, Qara Gol, Gol Teppe, Qara Sultan,
Qara Veys, Qara Malek, Qara Qabad, Qara Mohammad, and Qara Mohammad Teppe.
Another Iranian word influenced by Qara and its similar forms is Qur, meaning "mud" or
"swamp," which can be found in place names such as Gurbaghestan, Qara Batlag, and
Quraba. Another term that has changed under the influence of Turkish is Khore/Kore, which
is recognized as a well-known term in the historical geography of Iran during the Sasanian
period.
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