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Purpose: ‘“Time’ is one of the most influential phenomena in the
existence which along with place, is a container for performing
works in the world. In old Iranians’ ideology, time itself had a
doctrine called Zervanism that predestination was considered one of
its basic categories. There is much debate about the original origin
of Zervanism, but Mehrdad Bahar believes that it originated in
Western Asia, where it later found its way into Iranian and Indian
mythology. Regardless of the debate about the origin of
Zoroastrianism and how it entered Iranian mythology, the impact of
time on the intellectual culture of Sasanian-era Iran is clearly
evident in the religious and providential-practical advices of some
religious men and scholars. The effect of time is clearly found in the
religious and practical maxims of clergymen and sages in the
cultural ideology in the Sassanid era. As the effect of time is not so
bold in other genres as it is in the maxim genre of that era.

Method and Research: this article studies the phenomenon of time in a
descriptive method using library sources with an approach to the
relation between time and work performance in Phlavi Guidbooks.
Findings and Conclusions: The results show that the guidance
counsellors in admonition to their addresses, have spoken about the
importance and effect of time in work performance from the eternal
to the final times and their medial periods like millennium, year,
season, night and day sections, hour. In some cases, the factors and
the results of performing or avoiding certain woks are also
mentioned. In addition, elements of Zervani thought, which is more
deterministic, are seen alongside Zoroastrian elements, which are
more authoritative, in the relationship between time and work in the
Guidbooks.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Theoretical Background

In old Iranian thoughts, there was a doctrine called “Zervanism” according to which things
would happen at a predetermined time. In Zoroastrian literature, including Pahlavi texts, two
types of time are mentioned: one is infinite time, and the other is a limited time of 12
thousand years in the infinite time. The battle between Ormazd and Ahriman takes place in
the limited time (Amoozgar, 2022: 38). Mazdapur (2015: 486) points out that the god of time
had an abstract and insignificant position in the Avesta, but later in Pahlavi texts he was
elevated to the lofty position of creator and originator of existence.

Limited time itself includes a continuum of smaller time units such as century, year, season,
month, night, day, which are units for work performances. Pahlavi admonition literature
shows the relationship between time and work performance better than any other literary
genre. According to Mohammadi Malayeri (2005: 259), Iranians have been fond of moral and
admonition sayings since ancient times, especially during the Sassanid period, and have
included them in their admonition literature. Cereti (2016: 157), referring to Shaked’s opinion
in the Encyclopedia Iranica, places Pahlavi admonition texts in two categories: religious and
practical-experimental. In some admonition texts, advice is given on the relationship between
time and work performance in all times, and in others in specific time units. For example, in
the text of Dinkard VI, the trace of time is evident from the day when the destiny of every
phenomenon, including man, is determined, until the last day and the day of reconstruction.
(Mirfakhraei, 2014: 250). But in a text such as the advice of Azarbad Marspandan to his son,
it is recommended in detail what should be done and what should be avoided in thirty days of
a month (Pahlavi Texts, 2012: 82-83).

Research Objectives and Questions

The article pursues the following two main objectives: 1- To understand what works the
advisors recommended to the advised in the Pahlavi agauidbooks in specific time units. 2- To
understand how time was managed in doing things at certain points in Iranian history, with an
emphasis on the Sassanid era. Following the aforementioned objectives, the article seeks to
answer the following two questions: 1- How are the time units related to work performances
presented in Pahlavi Guidebooks? 2- What are the themes emphasized in the relationship
between time and work performances in Pahlavi Guidebooks?

Hypotheses

The article is based on the following two hypotheses: 1- The relationship between time and
work performance in Pahlavi admonition texts is a meaningful relationship. 2- From the
perspective of the advisors, for the happiness and salvation of the advised, this relationship
must be managed wisely throughout lifetime.

Data collection

The data were extracted and classified in a library form from the list of Pahlavi admonition
sources introduced by Ahmad Tafazzoli (2008: 181-196), focusing on the relationship
between time and work performance, respectively, based on the time units of always, every
moment, never, year, month, day and night, night, day, part of a day and night, general or
specific time, hastening, and delaying.

Discussion

The themes emphasized in the article have been analyzed and examined in a descriptive
manner in the following five themes: 1- Creation: As the wheel of time begins to move, the
foundation of the Ahuric and Demonic creation is formed, and it is with the passage of time
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that Ahura finally triumphs over Ahriman. 2- Destiny: The role of destiny in the success or
failure of doing things is relatively prominent. 3- Duality with reward and punishment: The
advice to do good deeds and avoid bad deeds is a colorful and recurring theme in the
admonition texts that comes with reward or punishment. For example, as a result of good
deeds, a person’s life is blessed even in this world, and as a result of bad deeds, the blessing
disappears from his life. 4- Instability of life: It is recommended that the short and unstable
life of the world should not be spent carelessly and that one should believe in the renewed
body, the judgment day, and the end of the world. 5- Reconstruction: to create a new world,
time will once again start moving and the reconstruction will occur, which is the last stage of
time activity.

Conclusions

The findings show that Iranians have long been aware of the effect of time on work
performances. It meant that work performaces in infinite time does not make sense and time
should be limited to smaller units such as centuries, years, days, and hours. Therefore, Iranian
advisors have found it necessary to remind their audience of the effect and importance of time
from the beginning of creation to the end of time and the renewed body and the
reconstruction.

The theme of Pahlavi Guidebooks is formed by the ideas of Zoroastrianism, which to some
extent reflects the effects of components of Zervanism thought such as "fatalism™. Given the
dominance of Zoroastrian thought in the guidebooks, it is obvious that a doctrine such as the
“dualism of the divine and demonic world” is prominent in them. Finally, no stage of
creation, development, evolution, end, reconstruction, and connection of this world to the
higher world, the role and influence of time has not been forgotten.
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