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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Khavaran-nameh is one of the masterpieces of Persian literature and Iranian painting from the
9th century AH. The poetic verses of this work were composed by Ibn-Husam Khusfi Birjandi,
and its illustrations and illuminations were painted by Farhad Nagqgash, who was a leading artist
of his time. This work is composed in an epic and faith-based style to narrate imaginary stories
of the struggles of Imam Ali (AS) and his companions in the land of Khavaran. Ibn-Husam is
one of the first great and renowned processors of religious poetry and epic, which, in addition
to epic events and the courage to confront jinn and human enemies, contains points related to
the life of Imam Ali (AS). It was compiled in 1426 AD and composed in imitation of Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh. The number of illustrations in this artistic work is 120 images, which represent the
collection of surviving pages from that historical collection. In this article, 11 illustrations
featuring women and angels were purposefully selected and examined. The problem statement
of this research is: What visual qualities do the images of women and angels in the selected
illustrations of Khavaran-nameh have in comparison to each other?

The research method in this article is qualitative, and the data collection method was library-
based, utilizing scientific and internet articles.

The aim of this article is to find the visual pattern of clothing for women and angels depicted
in the illustrations of Khavaran-nameh from the perspective of visual structure, to explore the
status of women and its cultural implications.

The findings indicate that the images of women in Khavaran-nameh are depicted in the style of
angels, and not much difference can be observed. Even their clothing style is almost identical,
and the only difference between them is the presence of wings for angels, which is derived from
celestial and spiritual concepts, and head coverings for women.

Methodology

In this research, a descriptive-analytical method was employed to achieve insightful results, and
a qualitative approach was used for examination. From this perspective, by analyzing the
illustrations of the Khavaran-nameh manuscript, the characteristics of the adapted images were
analyzed, and structural, formal, and compositional analyses were performed for the discussed
characters. The visual elements of the characters were then studied using a comparative method.
For data collection, a library method was used, and image samples were selected and studied
with the aim of examining women's images in comparison to angels. The statistical population
of this article focuses on images taken from the book Khavaran-nameh by Ibn-Husam Khusafi,
preserved in the Golestan Palace Museum. This edition was published by the Publications
Organization of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance in 2002.

Dscussion

The findings of this study, based on the purposeful selection of 11 illustrations, indicate that in
the Khavaran-nama manuscript by Ibn-Hussam Khusafi, the depiction of women and angels in
terms of attire, color, decorative styles, and elements such as wings (to distinguish angels from
other individuals) has been employed. An examination of the illustrations reveals that the
figures possess facial features such as arched eyebrows, elongated eyes, a silent gaze, small and
bud-like lips, a white and plump face, head coverings for women, and no head coverings for
angels. Furthermore, the bodies of women are depicted as smaller and more delicate than those
of men and even angels. Women of the affluent class typically used skullcaps, lace and pearl
scarves, while ordinary women used simple headscarves and veils. This led to a variety of
colors, although white or, in some cases, patterned designs were more common. The head
covering for women in the social sphere was more decorative than covering in the modern
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sense; however, outside the palace or home, the covering was more complete, and even chadors
were used.

Conclusion

The design and color of the garments worn by women and angels do not differ significantly,
and the same clothing depicted for women is also used for angels. Qaba was one of the most
commonly used garments during this period, worn in long and short varieties, depending on
social class. The colors of the clothes were diverse, a combination of bright, warm, and cool
colors. Women in society appeared in gabas and dresses of various colors; this diversity is also
seen in angels. The garments of women from the affluent class were usually designed as long
dresses and knee-length or longer gabas. In all situations, the combination of women's and
angels' attire is almost identical, with the only significant difference being the type of head
covering and the presence of wings in angels.

Based on the results of this research, the depiction of angels in the Khavaran-nameh is inspired
by the iconography of women, and their attire is also drawn in accordance with the miniatures.
Therefore, one can observe images that are delicate yet contain social aspects and the presence
of women in Iranian society, sometimes accompanied by angelic features. The comparative
result of this study shows that the form, color, design, and pattern of women's and angels'
clothing have a striking similarity, and this congruence is likely a reflection of women's social
status and its connection to power and influence in the society of that era
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