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Purpose: This article examines the deep and complex impact of politics on the
development of archaeological and Iranological discourses in Iran. It highlights how
these discourses and the knowledge they produced became intertwined with power,
particularly during major political turning points such as the Constitutional
Revolution, the rise of the Pahlavi dynasty with its archaic nationalist ideology, and
the Islamic Revolution. The study argues that political factors have often
overshadowed the scholarly dimension of these fields. The central question is how
political transformations from the Qajar era onward have shaped the discourses,
theoretical foundations, and institutionalization of archaeology and Iranology, and
what implications this has had for their scientific orientation.

Method and Research: The genealogical method, introduced by Michel Foucault,
serves as an analytical tool for examining the roots and transformations of discourses
in the humanities. Applied to Iranology and archaeology, this approach reveals that
discourses not only reflect historical knowledge but are also deeply intertwined with
politics, society, and culture. A genealogical analysis of the role of politics in shaping
these discourses enables a better understanding of how power influences knowledge
and epistemic change. Ultimately, this method provides a framework for critique,
reconsideration, and redefinition of concepts and research processes within the fields
of Iranology and archaeology.

Findings and Conclusions: The results indicate that archaeology, with its strong
capacity for reconstructing the past and shaping identity, has largely served projects
of top-down legitimation and nation-building. The dominance of the culture-historical
school and its alignment with the Pahlavi state ideology led to theoretical stagnation
in the field and the marginalization of alternative currents such as Marxist
archaeology. By contrast, Iranology evolved into a space of intellectual contestation
and experienced profound influence from Marxist thought, particularly in
historiography, literature, and committed art. The article also examines the divergent
paths of institutionalization in the two discourses: archaeology, due to its direct
connection with state ideology, gained administrative and educational structures
much earlier, while Iranology was institutionalized later and in a more decentralized
manner. The study concludes that politics, functioning as a formative context rather
than merely an external factor, has decisively shaped the trajectory of both fields of
knowledge. A critical historical awareness of this influence is essential for their
transition toward a more scientific and independent stage.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The study of the past has always been not merely an academic curiosity but also a contested
arena over meaning, identity, and legitimacy. In modern Iran, two scholarly discourses-
archaeology and Iranology-have borne this critical responsibility. These discourses, tasked
with rereading and reconstructing Iran’s history and culture, are themselves products of Iran’s
turbulent historical conditions since the nineteenth century. The fundamental question is
whether a body of knowledge devoted to self-understanding, in an era when the very notion of
the “self” had become a crisis, could have emerged and developed independently of the field
of political forces. A genealogy of these two domains reveals that their emergence and
evolution have been inextricably bound to Iran’s political destiny. The Constitutional
Revolution, as a turning point in Iranians’ awareness of national and historical identity; the
establishment of the Pahlavi dynasty, with its ideology of archaizing nationalism and
symbolic revival of pre-Islamic empires; and finally, the Islamic Revolution, which broke
from that identity model and emphasized religious components-all constituted political
contexts that shaped and directed these scholarly discourses. This inevitable entanglement
imparted an intrinsic character to these fields -one in which the political dimension
overshadowed, and at times marginalized, the scientific one. This article argues that politics,
as the very milieu rather than merely an external factor, has determined the trajectory of the
formation, transformation, and institutionalization of archaeology and lIranology in Iran.
Accordingly, the central question of the present study is how Iran’s political transformations
since the Qajar era have influenced the discourses, theoretical foundations, and processes of
institutionalization of archaeology and Iranology, and what implications these influences have
had for the scientific orientation of the two fields.

Methodology

The genealogical method is one of the significant analytical approaches in the humanities,
employed to examine the roots, structures, and processes of the formation and transformation
of discourses and concepts. Introduced and developed by Michel Foucault, this method offers
strong potential for analyzing the epistemic and historical complexities of specialized fields
such as lIranology and archaeology. In these domains, discourses not only represent
knowledge and historical understanding of Iranian culture and civilization but are also deeply
intertwined with political, social, and cultural factors. Although these discourses undergo
changes and transformations over time, they nonetheless preserve their epistemic frameworks
and boundaries, shaping the ways in which we comprehend Iran’s history, culture, and
identity. In this study, the genealogical method is applied to analyze the role of the signifier
“politics” in the formation and transformation of the discourses of Iranology and archaeology.
Employing genealogy thus provides a suitable framework for critical analysis and rethinking
of the current condition of Iranology and archaeology in the country. In this way, the method
serves as a powerful tool for rereading and redefining concepts and research trajectories
within these fields.

Discussion

In this article, first, the impact of politics on the discourse of archaeology is assessed, with a
focus on the dominance of the culture-historical school and the marginalization of Marxist
archaeology. Second, the influence of ideological struggles on the discourse of Iranology,
particularly its engagement with Marxist thought, is examined. In the third section, the
differing paths of institutionalization of these two discourses are analyzed as reflections of
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their respective degrees of dependency on structures of power. Ultimately, this study
emphasizes that historical self-awareness of such influences is a necessary condition for
moving toward a more scientific and independent stage in these fields of knowledge.
Conclusion

The findings clearly demonstrate that these two fields of knowledge have not emerged as
autonomous and self-sufficient domains, but rather as historical constructs shaped and
developed within discursive and political forces. Politics, as a foundational and directive
context rather than a merely external factor, has charted the trajectory of both disciplines. The
results of this study can be summarized in several key points.

First, the inherent dominance of politics over science. The simultaneous emergence of these
discourses with decisive political events led to the political and ideological dimension
overshadowing their scientific and academic aspects. From the outset, archaeology and
Iranology served political needs of identity formation, legitimation, and nation-building.
Second, the structural differences of the discourses in their engagement with power. Although
both were shaped by politics, the effects manifested differently. Archaeology, due to its
unique capacity to provide tangible evidence of past grandeur, was largely mobilized for top-
down legitimation projects. The dominance of the culture-historical school and its organic
linkage to Pahlavi archaizing nationalism not only produced theoretical stagnation and
methodological rigidity but also marginalized and excluded alternative approaches,
particularly Marxist archaeology. In contrast, Iranology became an arena of intellectual
contestation. While marked by the legacy of colonial Orientalism, it proved especially
receptive-particularly in historiography and literature-to the deep influence of Marxist
thought, transforming into a tool for critiquing the dominant discourse of political authority.
Third, institutionalization as a reflection of dependence on power. The divergent paths of
institutionalization illustrate the extent of each discourse’s reliance on political structures.
Archaeology, directly serving governmental projects, developed administrative and
educational institutions much earlier (from the late Qajar and early Pahlavi periods). This
institutional entanglement exposed it to politicization and fluctuations driven by regime
change. Iranology, by contrast, as a more decentralized and intellectually oriented discourse,
institutionalized later and in a more fragmented form. This delay itself testifies to its relative
non-instrumentality for state power and its deeper roots within the intellectual life of society.
In conclusion, this study does not seek to deny the scientific value of the achievements of
archaeology and Iranology in Iran. Rather, its aim is to trace the genealogy of these
disciplines and to foster self-awareness of the historical conditions of their formation.
Recognizing that their theoretical foundations, orientations, and even institutional structures
have been constructed through relations of power constitutes the first necessary step toward
loosening the heavy burden of ideology and moving toward greater scientific independence. A
more mature stage for these two fields requires a critical re-examination of their own histories
and an acknowledgment of the pervasive influence of political contexts.
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