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Purpose: Nasir Khusrow's extended journey to Hajj lasted for seven years
from 427 AH and resulted in a travelogue. The travelogue is one of the
credible Persian texts that provides fluent information about the
architecture and urban planning of certain communities, making it
important to pay attention. Although he did not study architecture and
urban planning in the modern sense, during his journey, while introducing
cities, villages, and towns, he explained the distance between each of them
using specific measurement units. During Nasir Khosrow's time,
communication systems did not exist in the modern way, but measurement
units for distance and dimensions played a significant role in the transfer
of information and travel planning, which can be said to have acted as part
of an indirect communication system. Considering this point, it seems that
these units are not only important for understanding historical geography
but can also be regarded as part of the communication and information
transfer system of that era. Therefore, this article addresses this aspect of
the travelogue and attempts to uncover the mentioned communication
system by extracting these units.

Method and Research: This article, which has been organized in a
descriptive and analytical manner, has gathered data and information
through a library method and has attempted to answer the research
questions using logical and traditional reasoning.

Findings and Conclusions: The results indicate that he determined and
introduced these distances and dimensions units such as Farsang, Arash,
Gaz, Mil, Step, Payeh, Finger, and Shobar. Moreover, in his travelogue,
the measurement unit "Farsang" has the highest frequency whereas the
measurement units "Mile" and "Payeh" have the lowest frequency.
Furthermore, the semantic and referential analysis of each of them. The
distances and dimensions units in the Nasir Khosrow's travelogue have a
main role in the transmission of geographic information, business
communication and cultural communication in the Nasir Khosrow's era.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Nasir Khosrow's extended journey to Hajj in Mecca lasted for seven years from 427 AH and
wrote the results of his journeys in the travelogue. This work provides precise and valuable
information about communication and news sciences, the history and geography of each
region, and the customs and religion of the people in that area. Nasir's journey begins in the
city of Marv and ends with his return to the city of Balkh. During his journey, Nasir Khosrow
traverses several regions, including: Sarakhs, Nishapur, Tabas, Damghan, Semnan, Qazvin,
Shamiran, Isfahan, Damascus, Beirut, Haifa, Jerusalem, Mecca, Medina, Cairo, Alexandria,
Basra, and others. The travelogue is written in a fluent style and also provides information
about the architecture and urban planning of certain communities, making it a significant text
in Persian literature. The travelogue is one of the credible Persian texts that provides fluent
information about the architecture and urban planning of certain communities, making it
important to pay attention to it. Although Nasir Khosrow did not formally study architecture
and urban planning in the modern sense, during his journey, while introducing cities, villages,
and towns, he explained the distance between each of them using specific measurement units.
During Nasir Khosrow's time, communication systems did not exist in the modern way, but
measurement units for distance and dimensions played a significant role in the transfer of
information and travel planning, which can be said to have acted as part of an indirect
communication system. Considering this point, it seems that these units are not only
important for understanding historical geography but can also be regarded as part of the
communication and information transfer system of that era. Therefore, this article addresses
this aspect of the travelogue and attempts to uncover the mentioned communication system by
extracting these units.

Methodology

This article, which has been organized in a descriptive and analytical manner, has gathered
data and information through a library method and has attempted to answer the research
questions using logical and traditional reasoning. Thus, first, by studying the complete text of
the travelogue, information related to measuring distances between cities and within cities and
villages, as well as the dimensions of places, was extracted in a table. Then, the concepts were
categorized accordingly. Next, each concept was explained based on its meaning and
instances, and the units of measurement were specified. Finally, by referring back to the text
of the travelogue, the relationship between these units and the nature of intercultural
communications among different societies and the way information was transferred between
them was extracted.

Discussion

The results of the research indicate that he determined and introduced these distances and
dimensions units such as Farsang, Arash, Gaz, Mil, Ghadam, Payeh, Angusht, and Sheber.
Moreover, in the travelogue of Nasir Khosrow, the measurement unit "Farsang" has the
highest frequency whereas the measurement units "Mile" and "Payeh™ have the lowest
frequency. Furthermore, the semantic and referential analysis of each of them .The concepts
extracted from the travelogue indicate that the conceptual scope of information related to
measuring dimensions and distances during the era of Nasir Khosrow was broad, and the
range of their terminology was also extensive. Some concepts had shared meanings but varied
in their instances. Therefore, it can be said that there were specific concepts in explaining the
instances of dimensions and distances that he utilized.
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Conclusion

The study of Nasir Khosrow's travelogue, related to the 5th century AH, shows that he used
both conventional and unconventional units of measurement to estimate or determine
dimensions such as length, width, height, or depth, as well as distances and urban and
intercity travel. He introduced details and smaller components using smaller units like hand
spans, fingers, and shab or the height of a man, while for longer dimensions, widths, or
heights of buildings, he employed larger units such as gaz, arsh, and darajeh or base, which
included the number of steps. In determining urban distances, he used steps, gaz, and arsh,
while for intercity distances, he used the unit of farsakh. Sometimes, to emphasize the
magnitude of a measurement without considering the unit of measurement, he referred only to
the scale; at other times, he introduced dimensions precisely, and at times, he estimated them
metaphorically. In any case, paying attention to this topic in Nasir Khosrow's travelogue
regarding the determination of urban and intercity distances, the dimensions of architectural
elements in buildings, and the dimensions of building materials will be very fruitful in
historical studies, architectural history, and urban geography of the ancient world. All these
aspects introduce a part of the communication and information transfer system between
cultures and nations that Nasir Khosrow visited and mentioned in his travelogue. Although
during Nasir Khosrow's lifetime, the communication and information transfer system did not
exist in the modern sense, the study of this section of his travelogue indicates that a type of
communication system based on units of measurement of dimensions and distances existed,
which was effective in travel planning, determining and selecting time and place, travel
expenses, and the transfer of geographical, cultural, and commercial information, and so on.
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