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Purpose: This study examines the symbolic and astrological dimensions
of the Derafsh Kaviani (the Kavian Banner) within ancient Iranian
mythological and ritual traditions, focusing on its connection to Zayja
(horoscopes) and the astronomical role of Fereydun. The central
hypothesis proposes that Fereydun employed the Derafsh Kaviani not
merely as a symbol of victory and legitimacy, but as a celestial chart
through which he foretold the destinies of both his own reign and that of
Zahhak. The visual and structural parallels between the banner and
astrological Zayja suggest a deliberate symbolic design, positioning the
Derafsh Kaviani as a manifestation of cosmic order as well as a political
emblem.

Method and Research: This research applies an interdisciplinary
approach, integrating descriptive-analytical and comparative methods.
Mythological, religious, and visual sources related to the Derafsh Kaviani
and Zayja were systematically analyzed to identify structural and
symbolic correspondences.

Findings and Conclusions: Results indicate that the star-like and
cruciform structure of the Derafsh Kaviani closely aligns with the cross-
shaped configuration of the horoscope. Shared features—such as the
central axis, radial symmetry, and twelvefold division—along with textual
evidence of Fereydun’s dual role as king and astrologer, support the
interpretation of the banner as a symbolic reflection of the cosmic
horoscope and a tangible expression of farr-e izadi (divine glory).
Furthermore, Fereydun’s actions appear guided by celestial order,
highlighting his central role in shaping these cosmological
symbols.Overall, this study provides a novel perspective on the Derafsh
Kaviani, revealing its dual function as both a political insignia and a
cosmological instrument, and deepening our understanding of the
intertwined nature of power, ritual, and astronomy in ancient Iranian
culture.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction
This study aims to reinterpret the Derafsh Kaviani (the Kavian Banner) through its symbolic
and structural connection with the concept of the cosmic horoscope (Zayja-ye keyhan) within
the mythological and ritual traditions of ancient Iran. Traditionally regarded as an emblem of
uprising, divine glory, and victory, the Derafsh Kaviani is here examined not merely as a
historical or epic symbol but as a cosmological design embodying celestial order and
astrological codes. Based on evidence drawn from Pahlavi texts, mythological narratives, and
surviving iconographic representations, the central hypothesis proposes that Fereydun
constructed the Derafsh Kaviani according to a horoscope-like scheme, in which the
cruciform composition, twelvefold divisions, and radiant center correspond to the
astronomical worldview of ancient Iranians.

The fundamental question of this research concerns the relationship between the Derafsh as
a political-ritual emblem and the Zayja as a celestial diagram of destiny. In Iranian
cosmology, the heavens are not merely a natural background but a sacred manifestation of
order and fate, where every royal or ritual act must align with the movement of the stars.
Fereydun, described in mythic and religious sources as both a just king and a divine
astrologer, conducts his actions in harmony with the celestial spheres. Accordingly, his
banner should be understood as a reflection of the same cosmic order that governs his reign.

The textual background of this hypothesis includes references in works such
as Bundahishn, Karnamag 1 Ardaxsir © Pabagan, and reports by historians like l1bn Khaldun,
who allude to numerical and astral patterns associated with the Derafsh. Later sources even
speak of a "magical table"” or wafq (numerical talisman) inscribed upon the banner—
resembling the form of horoscopic diagrams in medieval astrology. Similarly, zodiacal Zayjas
in Islamic manuscripts are drawn as cross-shaped charts divided into twelve sections, centered
upon a radiant core—features echoed in ancient depictions of the Derafsh Kaviani. These
similarities strengthen the idea that the banner's design was influenced by astrological
symbolism.

Methodology

Methodologically, the research adopts an interdisciplinary approach combining mythology,
history of astronomy, and iconographic semiotics. Data are gathered from textual sources
(Avestan, Pahlavi, and Middle Persian), Islamic astronomical literature, and archaeological
evidence. Through descriptive—analytical and comparative methods, structural and symbolic
features of the Derafsh Kaviani are compared with Iranian and Mesopotamian horoscope
diagrams to identify convergences and potential cross-cultural interactions.

Discussion
Findings reveal that the Derafsh Kaviani exhibits a star-like, cruciform geometry consisting of
a luminous central core with four intersecting arms, often surrounded by a circular or
twelvefold arrangement of gems or ornaments. This composition parallels the twelve zodiacal
divisions of horoscopic charts. The central light represents the sun—or the locus of farr-e
izadi (divine glory)—while the four arms symbolize the cosmic elements of fire, air, water,
and earth. Hence, the banner functions simultaneously as a terrestrial emblem of revolt and a
celestial diagram of cosmic harmony, expressing the triumph of light over darkness.
Analytically, Fereydun’s role as both king and astrologer is pivotal. Epic sources describe
him consulting the heavens and reading the stars before dividing his kingdom among his
sons—a symbolic act of celestial governance. This depiction implies an awareness of astral
determinism and suggests that the Derafsh served as a personal or royal horoscope, encoding
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the relationship between divine glory (farr) and cosmic order. Such a reading elevates the
Derafsh beyond a political emblem to a metaphysical and sacred artifact.

Furthermore, Zoroastrian and Zurvanite texts establish a close connection
between farr (divine radiance) and the stars. Farr-e izadi is conceived as a beam of Ahura
Mazda’s light descending upon the rightful ruler, legitimizing his kingship. When harmonized
with celestial order, this light ensures that the king acts in accordance with divine destiny. The
Derafsh Kaviani, therefore, may be interpreted as the visual manifestation of this union
between earthly farr and heavenly Zayja.

In comparative analysis, similar cross-shaped and radial motifs are observed in
Mesopotamian and Eastern Iranian iconography, representing a shared belief in the cyclical
and geometric order of the cosmos. Yet in the Iranian worldview, this celestial geometry is
imbued with ethical and theological meaning: the order of the stars is equated
with asha (truth, righteousness) and royal justice. The Derafsh, as a ritual object, thus
becomes a diagram of moral as well as cosmic harmony.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the Derafsh Kaviani is not merely a relic of an ancient rebellion but
a symbolic reflection of the cosmic horoscope in which the chosen human (Fereydun) stands
at the intersection of heaven and earth. The central axis of the banner corresponds to the axis
of light and divine farr, descending from the heavens into the temporal world. Within the
framework of Iranian cosmology, any order grounded in this axis of radiance mirrors Ahura
Mazda’s order within the material realm. Consequently, the Derafsh Kaviani functions as a
sacred horoscope—an image of the ideal Iranian cosmos where the king embodies the
mediation between celestial and terrestrial spheres.

The evidence thus suggests that the Derafsh Kaviani synthesizes three dimensions of
meaning: the historical (the banner of Kaveh’s revolt), the ritual (the emblem of farr-e izadi),
and the astronomical (the reflection of cosmic order). This triadic integration explains the
banner’s enduring sanctity and its persistence in Iran’s cultural memory. Ultimately, the
Derafsh represents the ancient Iranian vision of harmony between humanity, the heavens, and
divine glory—where, just as the horoscope maps the destiny of a man, the banner maps the
divine destiny of a king under the eternal order of the stars.
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