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Purpose: Imagology, a branch of comparative literature, examines
the reflection of national culture in foreign literature or the
representation of alien cultures in national works. Travelogues are
significant literary genres and valuable sources for identifying the
"Other's" perception toward the "Self," providing insight into a
society's identity and culture from an outsider's perspective.
European travelogues from the Qajar era are particularly important.
This study aims to identify the images of Iranian women in Carla
Serena’s travelogue based on imagological principles.

Method and Research: “This research employs a descriptive-
analytical approach using library-based data collection. Images of
Iranian women were extracted and categorized into four groups:
physical attire, makeup and beauty standards; women’s indoor
leisure activities and entertainment; family relations and internal
rivalries; and social constraints and boundaries. Evaluative attitudes
and their underlying reasons were determined based on intra-textual
signs.

Findings and Conclusions: “The findings indicate that most
images carry negative connotations. This negative perspective stems
from the author’s Eurocentric mindset, cultural preconceptions, and
an exoticizing, superiorist approach. Consequently, many Iranian
behaviors, social relations, and traditions appeared unusual, strange,
or inferior from her perspective.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Carla Serena’s travelogue, People and Rituals in Persia, stands out among 19th-century accounts
due to her personal, non-official motivation. Unlike male travelers driven by political missions,
Serena’s anthropological curiosity and her gender allowed her unique access to the Andaruni
(women’s quarters), a sphere strictly closed to men. This provided her with firsthand data on the
private lives, social roles, and domestic relations of Qajar women, making her work a significant
cultural record.

The primary objective of this study is to extract the representations of Iranian women from
Serena's narrative through an imagological lens. While her gender granted her proximity to the
subject, her evaluations were deeply rooted in her pre-existing mental constructs and cultural
background. This research argues that Serena’s European identity acted as a filter, leading her to
judge the "Other" based on Western standards. Consequently, the study examines how her
subjective biases shaped her portrayal of Iranian women, turning her seemingly neutral
observations into value-laden judgments.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on library studies. Initially, all
descriptions and images of Iranian women were meticulously extracted from the travelogue and
classified into four comprehensive categories to encompass all aspects of their lives. The
theoretical foundation of this study is grounded in the principles of imagology, which provides the
necessary tools for analyzing the author's mental representations. This methodology allows for an
exploration of how the image of the "Other" is constructed in opposition to the author's cultural
preconceptions.

Discussion

By studying Serena’s travelogue and extracting images categorized into four primary domains,
this research employs the framework of Imagology to conduct a detailed analysis of the author’s
evaluative perspective. This analysis encompasses positive images (instances where the moral
virtues, intelligence, or aesthetic qualities of Iranian women are praised), negative images (rooted
in cultural prejudices, notions of backwardness, or Orientalist stereotypes), and neutral images
(purely objective and report-like descriptions of daily life and objects that lack explicit judgment).
In this study, the methods of evaluation were examined at two levels: first, through direct
propositions, where the author explicitly delivers judgments, and second, through contextual
propositions, where her viewpoint is embedded within the text's hidden layers, narrative tone, and
spatial descriptions. Furthermore, Serena’s narrative modes were identified in both direct
(eyewitness accounts) and indirect (reliance on hearsay, rumors, and the reproduction of mental
stereotypes) forms to determine how these narrative layers influence the representation of women.
The ultimate goal of this process is to define Serena’s overall outlook and to rediscover the
identity of women during the Qajar era through the lens of a European female traveler. The
repetition of such representations in other travelogues provides a comprehensive overview of the
status of women during the Qajar era.

Conclusion

The evaluation of the research data reveals that the vast majority of the images presented of
women are negative; this indicates that Serena was unable to establish a meaningful connection or
empathize with the cultural activities and pastimes of Qajar-era women. She remained confined
within a gaze of superiority, failing to liberate herself from preconceived notions and entrenched
stereotypes. Instead of seeking the roots of these differences within their specific cultural and
historical contexts, she resorted to value-laden judgments, ultimately dismissing many aspects of
their lives as merely 'strange’ or unconventional.
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Table (2): Images of Women's Indoor Leisure Activities and Entertainment
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Table (3): Images of Family Relationships and Women's Internal Rivalries
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Table (4): Images of Women's Social Constraints and Boundaries
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Table (5): Total Images of Iranian Women
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