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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Role-based systemic linguistics provides a comprehensive framework for conducting stylistic
analyses based on language and linguistic phenomena. By describing and analyzing the
structures of language, with a focus on "verbs" and considering the impact of social
fluctuations and personal life changes of literary authors on the formation of their works, role-
based linguistics seeks to discover and interpret the minds and worlds of the creators of
literary works and to analyze the factors influencing the formation of their works. This
approach pays attention to "verbs™ as the main component of a sentence and classifies them
into three main categories: material, mental, and relational. This research, considering this
approach, seeks to answer the following main question: Given the instructive-persuasive
structure of proverbs common in the Persian language, what role does each type of linguistic
process play in conveying the intended ideas in these expressions?

Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical and is conducted through sampling and case
study. The number of samples is about 300 proverbs from five written sources in standard
Persian. The type of study and research method is descriptive-analytical, and the execution
method is descriptive (including examining how role-thinking processes are arranged and
analyzing the reasons for the formation of those specific processes). The statistical population
includes common Persian proverbs that have a standard language structure. The sample unit is
the "clause,” and the unit of analysis, "verb," is also the "process."

Discussion

The findings of the research show that, among the six linguistic processes in the textual
structure of Persian proverbs, relational processes (39%), material processes (24%), and
mental processes (21%) have the highest frequency. Among the sub-processes, the highest
frequency belongs to verbal, behavioral, and existential processes, respectively. The
frequency of these processes in the structure of these proverbs indicates that most proverbs in
the Persian language have a descriptive structure that seeks to indirectly convey the intended
idea to the audience. The way verbs are used in the structure of these proverbs is often
passive, and no specific reference is made to a known person. If there is a reference to a
person, it is made in an indefinite form to preserve the generality and universality of the
matter. In general, in the structure of these proverbs, more attention is paid to the
characteristics of individuals rather than gender, position, and the like. The results of the
research show that in the structure of these proverbs, more emphasis is placed on the
behavior, temperament, and character of individuals, and the use of complex and abstract
metaphors and allusions is avoided. Most common Persian proverbs are expressed through
relational processes. Authors use relational processes to engage the audience and involve
them in the narrative and the idea presented. One of the capabilities that relational processes
provide to the writer is that they provide a broad context for describing the details of events.
In the structure of proverbs that have active verbs, concepts such as seeking livelihood,
making friends and reducing enemies, seeking freedom and denying servitude, encouraging
kindness to others, avoiding doing work without benefit, emphasizing deeds and avoiding
speech, avoiding boasting, and the like are mentioned. Some of these proverbs are presented
in a question structure with the aim of making the audience think and ponder. One of the
noteworthy points in the structure of these proverbs is the lack of use of "imperative" verbs
except in a few cases; it seems that this style of expression also emphasizes indirect education
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and training and avoids any kind of commanding language in relation to the audience.
Mental processes are more prevalent in cases where the intention is to express abstract,
remote, and past-tense concepts. "Seeking, wanting, seeing, becoming attached, calculating,
appreciating, blaming, and the like are the most important verb stems in these proverbs. As
mentioned in the discussion of material processes, in the textual structure of these processes,
compared to material and relational processes, more imperative verbs have been used, and it
seems that abstract verbs and concepts are a way of directly teaching the audience in the
structure of common Persian proverbs. Most of these proverbs emphasize gratitude and
human virtue in relation to one's own position and self-esteem.

Conclusion

The results of the research show that most common Persian proverbs have used six groups of
participants in the structure of various linguistic processes: "humans,” "animals,” "objects,"
"plants,” "human body parts,” and "natural elements,"” each of which plays a role in conveying
the intended instructional ideas in different ways. The findings indicate that most of these
proverbs are expressed through relational processes; processes that are used for identification
and description. Describing the difficulties of the path of love; describing security and its
benefits; emphasizing honesty and avoiding lies; explaining the place of silver and gold in
human life; describing different ways of seeking livelihood; choosing the right companion;
emphasizing good behavior and character; describing the two-way relationship of love
(attraction and effort); emphasizing the appreciation of the moment and avoiding looking
back; and emphasizing relying on oneself are among the themes and instructional teachings
presented in the structure of this group of proverbs. In the next level after relational processes,
in the structure of proverbs that have active verbs, concepts such as seeking livelihood,
making friends and reducing enemies, seeking freedom and denying servitude, encouraging
kindness to others, avoiding doing work without benefit, emphasizing deeds and avoiding
speech, avoiding boasting, and the like are mentioned. Some of these proverbs are presented
in a question structure with the aim of making the audience think and ponder. Mental
processes are also prevalent in the structure of common Persian proverbs, especially in cases
where the intention is to express abstract, remote, and past-tense concepts. "Seeking, wanting,
seeing, becoming attached, calculating, appreciating, blaming, and the like are the most
important verb stems in these proverbs.
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