Shahid Bahonar
University of Kerman

Journal of Iranian Studies

Journal of Iranian Studies

ISSN: 1735 - 0700

“Manifestation” in Hafez's Poetry and Its Relation to Mazdaist Worldview

and Islamic Teachings
Mohammad Keshavarz Beyzai '

Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Bushehr University of Medical Sciences, Bushehr, iran,

mkeshavarz_59@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 2025 December 18

Received in revised form 2026
February 17

Accepted 2026 May 5

Published online 2026 June 22

Keywords:
Manifestation,
Mazdaite Worldview,
Islamic Worldview,
Hafez's Poetry,
Relation.

Purpose: The intellectual and epistemological system of Hafez's
poetry has emerged from the intellectual and cultural aspects of
Iranian society and its various historical and civilizational stages.
One of these aspects that Hafez used in creating his poems is
"manifestation”. Hafez is one of the few poets, who has introduced
this concept in an extended way in his poetry collection and has
placed its manifestations at the service of the sensory and mental
space of his poems. Meanwhile, "manifestation” in Hafez's poetry
and its relation to Mazdaist Worldview and Islamic teachings is a
controversial issue that has been rarely addressed.

Method and Research: this paper has focused on the concept of
"manifestation” in Hafez's poetry and its relation to the Mazdaist
worldview and Islamic worldview using a descriptive-analytical
method.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings indicate that:
manifestation in Hafez's poetry, influenced by Islamic and mystical
teachings, in the forms of scientific or intrinsic manifestation, such
as: Realm of Alast, fixed objects and existential manifestation -
including the manifestation of the essence of God in the levels of
existence, nature and creatures - has emerged and manifested in a
close connection with the Mazdaite worldview and concepts and
examplars such as: description of the Foruhars to Minoan World,
the subjectivity of having a covenant in the Avesta. This is
something that knowing its background and semantic capacities,
Hafez has recorded the convergence and coexistence of the Iranian
and Islamic worldviews in a lasting and delicate way in his poems.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In the realm of Iranian thought and worldview, the movement from the phenomena and outward
appearances of existence toward its transcendent reality has always been a profound and significant
endeavor. The belief in Tajalli (Divine Manifestation), which unveils the mysteries and beliefs
beyond existence, is among the concepts of the Zoroastrian and Iranian worldview. With the embrace
and affirmation of Islam, the scope of this concept expanded into theological, philosophical, mystical,
and also literary and poetic domains. Hafez, as an Iranian and Muslim poet, in addition to having a
deep familiarity with Quranic teachings and utilizing their bountiful and gnomic sources in his poems,
was also acquainted with the archetypes and intellectual foundations of ancient Iran and the
Zoroastrian creed. Consequently, he employed certain cognitive foundations and elements of these
traditions within the depths and layers of his poetry.

Methodology

Using a descriptive-analytical method and a library-based approach, this essay places the concept of
Tajalli in Hafez's poetry and its relationship with the Zoroastrian worldview and Quranic teachings at
the center of its investigation.

Discussion

Etymologically, Tajalli is derived from the root jalu (to appear), meaning to emerge, become
manifest, or become apparent; much like how a bride is adorned and displayed to others. In other
words, Tajalli is the process through which the Essence of Truth (Dhat al-Haqqg) manifests itself
within multiplicity and limitation. In this regard, the theory of Tajalli complements the theory of the
Unity of Existence (Wahdat al-Wujud), accounting for perceived multiplicity following the belief in
the absolute unity of existence.

Zoroastrianism is considered one of the oldest religions in the world, shaped by the teachings of
Zoroaster, an lIranian prophet. The teachings and intellectual foundations of Zoroaster have long left
significant marks on the schools and intellectual systems of the world, attracting the attention of many
sages, philosophers, and poets.

Tajalli, in the sense of the Divine Act, is a concept that can also be sought, in a sense, within the
Zoroastrian creed. In Zoroastrian teachings, Ahura Mazda is the origin of all beings and the axis of all
creation. Within this framework, the Amesha Spentas

represent the spiritual forms of the realm of Nasut (material/demi-material), and the Fravashis—
alongside them—represent the divine and spiritual forms of Ahura Mazda's creatures. The Fravashi
has multiple meanings, including: the soul or accompanying force, to flourish, to grow, to sprout, to
protect, and the guardians of the created world and the protectors of goodness.

On the other hand, the subject of Tajalli is considered one of the important topics in Islamic
mysticism. Ibn Arabi, one of the greatest mystics and commentators in the field of theoretical Sufism,
categorizes Tajalli generally into two types: "The Primordial Grace" (al-Fayd al-Agdas) and "The
Sacred Grace™ (al-Fayd al-Mugaddas), or in other terms, Essential Manifestation (Tajalli Dhati) and
Nominal Manifestation (Tajalli Isma'i). Essential Manifestation, or the Primordial Grace, is the
manifestation of Truth within Divine Knowledge and the formation of the archetypes (A'yan al-
Thabita). In this type of manifestation, the Almighty manifests according to capacity and potentiality,
revealing Himself in the realm of Knowledge in the form of archetypes. In the Sacred Grace, or
Nominal Manifestation, the universe, the external world, and the sensible realm become apparent;
here, the manifestation of the Almighty grants existence and being to them according to the capacities
of the archetypes. Therefore, archetypes in Islamic and mystical teachings are the "Knowledge of
God" ('llm Allah), which were established in humans in the form of Divine Attributes. At the same
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time, archetypes were uniquely determined once and for all in pre-eternity (Azal) and remain fixed in
the Divine Knowledge. Thus, if the manifestation and appearance of God in the realm of possibility
(Alam al-Imkan) did not exist, God would never have been known. However, it must be noted that the
Essence of Truth (Dhat al-Hagq) has no appearance or manifestation in the realm of possibility;
rather, the manifestation of the Divine Essence occurs through His Names and Attributes in the realm
of possibility.

To create his immortal poems, Hafez required ancient Iranian patterns and the sublime cultural and
historical concepts of those traditions to provide an eternal manifestation of the spirit of the Iranian
worldview—which held no contradiction with the Islamic worldview and the bountiful Quranic
sources. It appears that by reading Persian poetry and literature from four hundred years prior to his
time, studying the ancient historical and cultural sources of this land (though they cannot be
specifically cited one by one), and through his deep familiarity with Quranic and mystical teachings,
Hafez utilized the concept of Tajalli in a close bond between the Iranian and Islamic worldviews to
serve the creation of his poems. It can be said that a significant portion of his enchanting mental and
sensory atmosphere, as well as the profound and interpretive themes of his poetry, stems from the
concept of Tajalli. In Hafez's poetry, considering both Mazdean and Islamic teachings and their
commonalities, Tajalli manifests in two forms: intellectual or essential manifestation, and intuitive or
existential manifestation (Primordial Grace), encompassing the manifestation of Truth in the levels of
existence, nature, and beings.

Conclusion

manifestation in Hafez's poetry, influenced by Islamic and mystical teachings, in the forms of
scientific or intrinsic manifestation, such as: Realm of Alast, fixed objects and existential
manifestation - including the manifestation of the essence of God in the levels of existence, nature and
creatures - has emerged and manifested in a close connection with the Mazdaite worldview and
concepts and examplars such as: description of the Foruhars to Minoan World, the subjectivity of
having a covenant in the Avesta. This is something that knowing its background and semantic
capacities, Hafez has recorded the convergence and coexistence of the Iranian and Islamic
worldviews in a lasting and delicate way in his poems.
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