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Purpose: cities always face problems in their development
process that result from a lack of attention to the past. Identity,
which is considered an inseparable part of the urban structure and
is defined with it, has faded in the development process of cities
today and has disappeared in some places.given that some
historical neighborhoods in Kerman are being destroyed and some
are changing towards becoming new and have distanced
themselves from their past nature, addressing the issue of identity
becomes more prominent; therefore, these questions are raised: 1.
What is the relationship between the identity and the physical
structure of the neighborhood?2. How is the issue of the value and
historical-physical identity of neighborhoods under destruction
defined and revised? The aim of this research is to define the
concept of identity using Foucault's genealogical method, which
is in the face of the erosion and destruction of the historical
neighborhoods of Golbaz Khan, Khajeh Khezr, and Shah Adel.
Method and approach:The research is descriptive-analytical and
comparative,and  information  was  collected  through
documentation and fieldwork.

Findings and conclusions: The findings of this study indicate that
identity is also constructed with physical changes and factors such
as migration of individuals that arise following these changes;
because human perception of identity is carried out by the body
and the material environment, and due to physical changes, these
neighborhoods are known and defined by their past identity that
remains in the minds. In fact, the identity and value of historical
neighborhoods are in the form of a mental phenomenon, and only
the immaterial dimension of identity always remains constant.
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Introduction

Cities are facing challenges and crises due to the blurring of identity, which has led to the loss
of residents' sense of belonging to the neighborhood and their inability to influence the
relationship between humans and their environment. One of these challenges is the definition
of a series of concepts and values that have changed over time. Identity from the past has
existed in all aspects of human life, which has undergone changes according to time and
geography; because identity is an interpretation that a person presents of his relationship with
history over time; history is no exception to this rule and is related to the various components
of life and to the human being today (Alavi, Pahlevan Darini and Bahadori Amjazi, 1400).
Given that some historical neighborhoods, especially in the city of Kerman, are disappearing
and some are changing towards becoming new, distancing themselves from their past nature
and at the same time not having a similar identity, physical identity, or close function to
today's neighborhoods, addressing the issue of identity becomes more prominentsTherefore,
these questions arise: 1. What is the relationship between the identity and the physical
structure of the neighborhood? 2. How is the discussion of the value and historical-physical
identity of neighborhoods under destruction defined and revised? The aim of this research is
to define the concept of identity using Foucault's genealogical method, which seeks to
examine the hidden layers and dispersions present in an event and is faced with the erosion
and destruction of the historical neighborhoods of Khajeh Khizr, Golbaz Khan, and Shah
Adel. This research is important because it examines the historical course of the identity
debate in the city's historic parts and its results affect urban design planning and the
preservation and restoration of historic structures, which highlights the need to address this
issue.

Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical and comparative in terms of research method and
applied in terms of purpose. Also, information collection was done through library and field
sources.

Discussion

In general, three periods of discourse were proposed in this study because, according to the
aerial photographs and maps available from the past decades of Kerman city, changes can be
traced since the 1930s. Therefore, the three periods before the revolution (the Pahlavi period),
the revolutionary period until the end of the 1970s, and the 1980s to now were proposed as
three periods of discourse. The 1930s and 1940s were a period influenced by modernism, and
the 1960s and 1970s were influenced by the discourse of the early revolution, namely Islam
and religion, and then by the conditions of war. The 1980s and up to now have been
dominated by the discourse of moderation and development. From a physical perspective, the
first discourse was the cause of the beginning of street painting and the implementation of
development programs, and from a conceptual perspective, it was the gathering of people in
an environment and the existence of a neighborhood center and the characteristic elements
and identity that introduced the neighborhood. After the 1940s, in the second discourse, other
development measures such as street construction were carried out, and the coherent texture
of the neighborhood was destroyed. The structure also changed, and minor factors such as the
immigration of non-natives to the neighborhood and the relocation of natives to the new
texture also affected the identity, because the neighborhood center lost its function and the
neighborhood's identity also underwent changes. In recent decades, the discourse of
development has been raised, which has led to new construction with new and often
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heterogeneous materials with high density, creating empty land in the neighborhood. Among
these factors, minor factors such as earthquakes that caused the construction of new and safe
buildings instead of the original and old buildings of the neighborhood and the increase in the
population of non-lranian and non-native people in the neighborhood have caused the
disintegration of the neighborhood's fabric and the change of its identity to a new identity.
Because these neighborhoods have more or less preserved their identity elements, with
physical changes, the identity has also changed in a new way.

Conclusion

By examining the socio-political conditions prevailing in society and consequently in the city
of Kerman, which are presented as the discourse existing in the society at that time, we can
conclude that the identity existing in neighborhoods is subject to countless factors that are
categorized into various tangible and intangible categories. One of these factors is the
physical structure of the neighborhood, which is one of the tangible factors. As the existing
discourse in the society and the city changes, the physical structure of the neighborhood also
changes, and these changes indirectly affect the identity, which is one of the intangible
factors, and a new identity is formed, which only carries its name with it from the past. In
fact, the discussion of the identity and value of historic neighborhoods that are being
destroyed is a subjective phenomenon, and identity itself does not always remain constant, but
rather its immaterial dimension remains constant. Therefore, identity in these neighborhoods
is constructed through physical changes and defined by individuals' perceptions and mental
data. According to the research findings and the conclusions reached from them, it can be said
that if identity is given attention in the urban structure, especially in historical neighborhoods
that narrate the history of the past and are considered part of the history of the people of that
region, And if we try to identify and preserve the elements of identity in every urban space,
and take this issue into account when formulating and implementing every urban development
plan, we will have an urban fabric with identity that, while being modern and equipped with
facilities, has also preserved its past identity and structure, and this action will have a positive
impact on the lives of people who interact with the environment.
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