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Purpose: This research seeks to explain and elucidate the
components of modern governance in Akhundzadeh's political
thought.

Method and Research: This research uses a descriptive-analytical
method and is based on extracting data from Akhundzadeh's
original treatises.

Findings and Conclusions:

in the middle of the Qajar period, following the defeat of Iran from
Russia, the educated class of Iran sought to discover the causes of
the country's backwardness and its defeat by Russia. Challenging
the power structure, Iranian intellectuals were more concerned with
the rule of law, constitutional rights, and the establishment of a
constitutional government. In this regard, in the time of Nasser al-
Din Shah, tribal authority in the face of the new world and with the
introduction of concepts such as law, civil rights, libertarianism, etc.
was shaken and concepts of traditional Iranian political culture such
as authority and obedience, sanctity of power and Criticism and ...
were challenged by Iranian intellectuals. One of these intellectuals
is Akhundzadeh. He realized the need for political transformation
for cultural and economic change, sought enlightenment and
political reform, and compared Iranian society with Western
societies to examine the causes of Iranian society's backwardness.
This research uses a descriptive-analytical method and based on
data extraction from Akhundzadeh's main treatises to explain the
evolution of governmentality in Akhundzadeh's thought.
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Introduction

During the Qajar period, especially following Iran's defeat by Russia, the educated class of
Iran sought to discover the causes of the country's backwardness and its failure. During this
period, Iranian intellectuals were an emerging social group that was mostly concerned with
law, basic rights, and the establishment of a constitutional government. They did not believe
in the divine right of kings and considered the power structure to be one of the major
obstacles to making fundamental changes in the economic, social, political, and religious
structure of Iranian society. During the time of Nasser al-Din Shah, tribal authority began to
waver in the face of the new world and with the introduction of concepts such as law,
citizenship rights, freedom, etc., and concepts from traditional Iranian political culture such as
authority and obedience, the sanctity of power, and inviolability, etc. were challenged by
Iranian intellectuals. They realized the necessity of creating political transformation for
cultural and economic changes and sought enlightenment and political reforms, and by
comparing Iranian society with Western societies, they began to examine the causes of Iranian
society's backwardness. At this time, Iranian intellectuals had begun efforts to draw
inspiration and emulate the European Enlightenment in the country.

As one of the Iranian intellectuals, Akhundzadeh had realized the traditional nature of
Iranian society. Influenced by the ideas of the European Enlightenment, he attempted to
change and provide the epistemological means for subsequent social and political
developments for Iran. Therefore, the encounter with the West, despite numerous adaptations
and incompatibilities, and familiarity with the complex of Western modernity and civilization
and its developments, especially in the field of government and methods of government, was
the beginning of the formation of new ideas about governance. Therefore, Akhundzadeh was
trying to provide the intellectual foundations for the constitutional movement and was in fact
one of the heralds of the modernization project in Iran.

Methodology
The method of this research is qualitative and based on extracting data from Akhundzadeh’s
original treatises. The present article is written with the aim of understanding the nature and
components of modern government in Akhundzadeh’s thought. The main concern of this
article is to answer the question of what were the components of modern government in
Akhundzadeh’s thought and what was his perception of the new form of government?
Regarding the background of the research, it should be said that there have been works
written about Akhundzadeh's thought, the most important of which are Modernism and
Development in Contemporary Iran by Musa Ghaninejad, and The Foundations of the
Modern State in the Thought of Thinkers of the Constitutional Era by Shah Mohammadi, and
Religion and Constitutional Intellectuals by Gholamreza Goodarzi, which have examined
aspects of Akhundzadeh's thought, but the scattered and descriptive references in these works
are mostly in the form of the rule of law, the causes of Iran's backwardness, freedom-seeking
and the rule of law, etc.; In an article titled "Modern Governance in the Thought of Mirza
Agha Khan Kermani; What and What Not" by Bigom Naseri and others, a scattered
discussion of the concept of governance has been addressed, but a complete research on the
concept of governance in Akhundzadeh's thought has not been conducted at the foundation of
this research.
Discussion
The research findings show that Akhundzadeh considered the solution to overcoming Iran's
backwardness to be adherence to the monarchy, adherence to the idea of freedom and the rule
of law, and acceptance of a modern governmental system.
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Conclusion

By analyzing the circumstances of Akhundzadeh's life and the works left behind, it can be
said that he was familiar with the West and modern ideas. Thus, in his thought, we witness a
transition from the idea of metaphysical governance to mechanical governance. He believed
in a moderate monarchy based on law. In this regard, we witness his efforts to fight against
tyranny and ignorance of the people. He introduced the absolute tyrannical monarchy as an
obstacle to the freedom and progress of the people. For this reason, he emphasized the design
of a customary constitution based on human rationality, in which Sharia law would have no
place. Akhundzadeh is an anti-religionist and considers the negation of religion to be a
prerequisite for accepting Western modernity. Because he considers religious ideas
incompatible with the idea of progress. He is the first person to write a play and expose
deceitful characters who exploit the naivety of the people. He criticizes the Eastern way of
governing, condemns the flattery of politicians, and pays special attention to the role of the
people in government. Therefore, he wants to expand the scope of people's participation in
political affairs and establish a democratic system. For this reason, he emphasizes parliament
and introduces his goal as the separation of religion from politics.

For Akhundzadeh, the West was considered a symbol of progress, prosperity, freedom and
rationality, and he wished that one day Iran would also reach that level, and for this purpose
he tried to understand the principles of modernity. For Akhundzadeh, all of these were a
means to achieve progress. He refers to freedom and his goal was that he did not see progress
possible without freedom of imagination. Akhundzadeh spent twenty years of his life
changing the script, because he saw his purpose in the progress of the people and through this
he wanted to bring people to growth and prosperity. For this reason, he wanted to reform the
script and language and even proposed a new script. Another feature of Akhundzadeh's
governance is the attention to women as political subjects. Therefore, the main points of his
thoughts can be summarized in the constitution, separation of powers, reform of the line,
harsh criticism of religious scholars, criticism of religious traditions and teachings, separation
of religion from politics. Considering his anti-religious view, it can be concluded that he is
more in favor of secular government.
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Foucault, Michel, (2007) Security, Territory, and Population: Lectures at the College de
France, 1977-78. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
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