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Purpose: This study analyzes the fatalistic viewpoints of Envan-Negar in
the historical-epic work Shahanshahnameh. The work represents the
history of the Qajar period and explains destiny in relation to victories,
defeats, death, and the concept of farreh-e izadi (divine glory).

Method and Research Process: The research adopts a textual analysis
approach. It relies on the analysis and interpretation of library-based
materials, historical documents, and relevant literary, theological, and
philosophical sources.

Findings: The findings show that, influenced by religious teachings and
ancient traditions, Envan-Negar perceives destiny as divine will—
inevitable, limiting human reason, and dominant over human effort. The
analysis of selected poetic examples indicates that, at the philosophical
level, Envan-Negar pays particular attention to Ibn Sina’s concept of the
Best Possible Order (Nizam al-Ahsan). In his view of destiny, the poet
also demonstrates proximity to Ash‘ari theological thought. While
drawing on Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, he articulates an independent
philosophical-theological perspective on destiny.

Conclusion: The study concludes that fatalism in Shahanshahnameh, in
addition to its philosophical function, serves to legitimize the political
authority of the Qajar dynasty. Moreover, it highlights the integrative
position of religious, philosophical, and epic elements in Iranian political
literature.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The turbulent period of the Qajar dynasty constituted an era marked by continuous warfare
and the steadfast resistance of the Iranian people in defense of their homeland. Despite this
resistance, the political incompetence of Qajar monarchs and their naive trust in the dominant
imperial powers of the age resulted in the loss of substantial parts of Iranian territory.
Paradoxically, these military defeats and political failures created a fertile cultural
environment for the composition of numerous epic poems. Such epics, which largely recount
wars and major political events of the Qajar period, were often commissioned by royal
authorities with the aim of glorifying monarchs, legitimizing their rule, or concealing the
structural weaknesses of the state in military and administrative affairs.

Within Persian literary tradition, epic poets not only assumed a literary role but also carried
the historical and ideological burdens of their society. Their works functioned simultaneously
as narratives of national memory and as instruments of political discourse. Among these
poets, Mirza Taghi Khan Najmabadi—known by the pen name Envan Negar and also referred
to as Dabir e A‘lam, Dabir al Molk, and Rahi—occupies a significant yet understudied
position. In his historical epic poem Shahanshahnameh, Envan Negar presents an extensive
account of the political, social, and cultural conditions of Iran during the reign of Fath Ali
Shah Qajar, while embedding his own fatalistic worldview within the epic framework.

Methodology

This study employs a close reading and textual analysis of Shahanshahnameh, a lesser-known
epic composed during the reign of Mozaffar al Din Shah. By examining narrative strategies,
thematic patterns, and philosophical-theological concepts embedded in the poem, the research
situates Envan Negar’s thought within the broader intellectual, religious, and political context
of the late Qajar period.

Discussion

A close reading of this epic reveals that Envan Negar reflects the dominant philosophy of
fatalism prevalent in late Qajar intellectual culture. This fatalistic outlook is particularly
evident in his interpretation of military and political events as direct manifestations of divine
will. In narrating events associated with the reigns of Agha Mohammad Khan and Fath Ali
Shah, the poet articulates his philosophical, ethical, and political views on kingship, authority,
and governance. From his perspective, sovereignty is not merely a human institution but the
outcome of farreh-e izadi (divine glory), a concept rooted in ancient Iranian political thought
that signifies divine sanction and legitimacy bestowed upon the ruler.

Within Envan Negar’s intellectual system, “destiny” (taqdir) is defined as the absolute and
irrevocable will of God—an omnipotent force that overrides human reason, agency, and
effort. This conception closely aligns with Ashari theological doctrines, which attribute all
actions to divine causation and significantly limit the scope of human free will. Nevertheless,
traces of Twelver Shi‘i thought also appear, particularly in the poet’s attempt to identify
specific domains in which destiny becomes manifest. According to Envan Negar, destiny
reveals itself most clearly in three fundamental spheres: victory, defeat, and death.
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Military victories are portrayed as expressions of divine grace and providence, though the
poet does not entirely dismiss human agency and occasionally acknowledges the wisdom and
administrative competence of Qajar rulers. In contrast, military defeats are consistently
attributed to divine destiny, thereby absolving rulers of responsibility and implicitly justifying
the political and military failures of the Qajar state.

In the violent epic narrative of the Qajar era, death constitutes the third and most definitive
manifestation of destiny. The deaths of soldiers and warriors are depicted as inevitable and
predestined, removed from ethical scrutiny and moral questioning. Through this narrative
strategy, individual suffering and collective loss are normalized and integrated into a cosmic
order governed by divine decree.

Closely related to this fatalistic worldview is Envan Negar’s use of the concept of farreh-e
izadi, which serves a clear legitimizing function throughout the poem. Furthermore, the poet
demonstrates engagement with the philosophical doctrine of Nezam-e Ahsan (the Best
Possible Order), as developed by Ibn Sina and later elaborated by Mulla Sadra. Within this
framework, events that appear unjust or tragic are reinterpreted as necessary components of a
divinely ordered and ultimately just universe.

Conclusion

Overall, Shahanshahnameh encompasses three interrelated dimensions: a theological—kalamic
dimension in which divine decree and destiny are absolute and all-encompassing; a
philosophical-rational dimension that emphasizes the epistemological and existential
limitations of human beings; and a historical—political dimension in which fatalism functions
as an ideological tool for legitimizing monarchical authority and psychologically stabilizing
society amid political failure and social disillusionment. At its deepest level, the poem
constitutes a philosophical-theological meditation on the relationship between determinism
and free will. Rather than presenting abstract theoretical arguments, Envan Negar articulates
this tension through epic narrative and poetic expression. Destiny thus functions both as the
organizing principle of existence and as a veil that conceals injustice, failure, and historical
defeat, revealing how fatalistic discourse could be mobilized to reinterpret history, legitimize
power, and mitigate collective trauma in the Qajar era.
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